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PREFACE. 



It is related in tlie ttrsToiftfe ©^ 

Q.UATRE ESPAONOLS, that 0116 of 

the heroes of that hrstory, named 
Cesar de Suza, foijnd a manuscript 
Qti Mount J^atf^ilypo. From the 
hand? of Cesar de Suta, this ma- 
nuscrij5t passed into those of Fef- 
tiand Texado, Another ; herb of 

the HlSTOIHE DfiS 0,UATRE. Es- 

JAGNOLs s irom tlie hands of Fer- 
nand'Texadi) into those of Senor 
Sanxa, bookseller, df Madrid, from 
wliom we received it, and \^hohas 
b 2 , assured 

M37389 
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IV ' . PREFACE. 

assured us of the truth of events 
which are related in it. 

This manuscript had been com- - 
posed, as is said in the Histoire 
i>ES QuATRE EsPAGNOLS, by the 
man whose embalmed head, in the 
time of Cesar de Suza, Was still to 
be seen on Mount Pausilypo, in a 
cage of glass. . 

The author, while composing it, 
sijiFered under violent pains of con- 
science. The agitation of = his 
mind has "greatly disordered his 
ideas. His work is without method, 
disjointed, full of anachronisms and 
geographical errors, and has the 
form father of an apology than an 
history. It was therefore impos- 
sible 
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PREFACE. ' T 

. "sibk for us^ to present it to the 
public. 

. Tliis writing is accompanied by 
eriginal letters, to which it fre- 
quently refers. In reading these 
letters, w« saw with pleasure that 
*if it w^ere possible to add a small 
number of others, which the au- 
thor had not been able to procure, 
we should ha\^ the satisfactio^i of 
being able to offer to our readers a ; 
body of interesting history, well 
arranged, and so. much the ipore 
preferable to that written by the 
• author himself, as, it would con- 
tain the recital of his tragical death, 
which, as need not be observed, 
eould not be found in his own 
work. ■ 

a 3 There '- 
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There remained nothing there- 
..fore for us to desire but the small 
number of letters which were defi- 
cienti and in this respect we hdye 
succeeded to our wish. The re- 
searches of the bookseller Sanxa 
hayc! filled up the void,. This small 
number of letters had teen depo- 
sited in a religious house at Ma- 
drid, by the very family the mem- 
bers, of which play the principal 
parts in the hibtory before us. 

But, in presenting this corre- 
spondence entire, we premise that 
it has been impossible for us to 
rid it of all anachronism, because 
the letters which compose it being 
without the date of the year in* 
which they were written, we have . 

not 
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' PREFACE^. VU 

not been able to connect the' events 
with a precise epoch : on the other 
hand, however, this inconvenience 
has appeared to ns unimportant. 
We have thought it would be suf- 
ficient to know that these events 
took place about the beginning of 
the late century* 

We are equally unable to answer 
for the correctness of the geogra- 
phy. Towns, for example, are 
given to the dey of Algier which 
now incontestabJy belong to the 
,bey of Tunis. 

We ought further to say^ that it 
would have been perfectly impos- 
sible for us to have given to the se- 
veral personages the na:mes they 
a 4 really 
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jpeally bore, because their ortho- 
graphy varies in the manuscript. 
The heroes of the history, for in- 
stance, are sometimes called de 
Veyro, sometimes de Avaero, and 
sometimes d'Aveyro. In keepmg 
to tfiis last, we mtist observe, that, 
if this be the true name, the Spa- 
nish house which bore it was by no 
me.aps of the same family with any 
other house of the same name, whe- 
ther in Spain or Portugal. 

The name de los Tormes is si- 
milarly circumstanced. In the 
manuscript, it is sometimes writ-^ 
ten los Torques, and spmetimes 
los Tormes. In adopting this 
latter,, we declare that we in no 
wi?e intend it should be understood 
• ' that 

H '^ ' 
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that those to whom we give it 
hiave belonged to any other house 
which may hear or have borne that 
jaamei 
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0«, 



THE ITALIAN MANUSCRIPT. 



PART THE FIRST. 



LETTER I. 



kenilk^ez d>vsyito l^o clara sarmibnta 

d'aveyro, his mother. 

Bscuriah 15 Sefitemhr\ 17**. 

On reaching Madrid, my dear and 
honoured mother, I learned that the 
court and al^ the ministers were at the 
Escurial. I went thither immediatdy) 
to obey your commands \ but, as it was 
very late when I arrived, I thought that 
It would have been useless to solicit, 
on the instant, an^ audiqnce of the Mi- 
nister of IVar, and confined myself to 
apprizing him of my arrival, by a note, 
VOL.1. B . which 
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which. I.kft.wUh hisj)ra5cipal secretary, 
andofi^hfcil iflid-f^^ the te- 

nor: 

^^ I have the honour. Monsieur k 
Comte, o£ informing wyog that con- 
formably with the fetter which you 
wrote to my mother, I have come 
to you, in allh^tp. I heg the favour 
of you to appoint the hour that may be 
must cbnvASteiJt 'for the conversation 
you desire f should have with you. Ac- 
cept the assurance of my respect." 

Two hifeiirs aft* I ted quitted the 
caatle,i I received, by the hinds of a 
pfl(gev the note of wbkb I s«ib}oisa 
QOpy. 

, *^ I shall be to be seea lokteoiTOvr 

mDftikig at nine o'oloGk; 

. ^^ Le Comic S^iga de Jos Tq^ms^sJ* 

. I went 
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I went io the minister accptdJngly, 
^ nine o'clock the next morning, i 
was ktroduced to his closet He was 
ttlone, and I found him oocupkd iav 
writing. I saluted him. He seemed 
io pay no attention to me. He only 
said, wiAout ceasing to writer ** You 
are welcome, Senor D*Aveyr0/* This 
reiceplion struck me as a little cold. The 
closet contained only one elbow-chair, 
•in which was seated the Minister him- 
self; so that I continued standing. Cott- 
tinuing to write, and stHI without Took- 
ittg^ at me, he said, ** Hdw is iriy lady, 
your mother ?" 

" In good health," replied I. . 

" She is a very valuable woman," 
added- he. After this he ran^ his bell, 
and ordered a taper, to seal hi^ letter. 
He directed the page who brought it 
to desiro bis children to come. They 
B 2 came 
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4 PAVEYRO. 

came immediately: " Clara," said the 
minister to his daughter, " salute Se- 
norD'Aveyroj arKi you. Gasman, em- 
brace him." They obeyed. Our mu- 
tual compliments were made with gra^ 
vity and cpldness, as at the first inter- 
view of strangers, 1 tbojight my cross 
of Malta greatly attracted the attention 
of Clara and Gusman. 

The Minister having sealed his letter^ 
approached me; like the children, he 
fixed his eyes on my cross of Malta, 
andi with an air of astonishment, said, 

" Why this cross ?" 

" Senor," replied I, " because I 

have the honour of belonging to the 

'OrdeTot Malta> in quality of Knight." 

^* Tliat is extraordinary 1" 

♦'Nothing 
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OAVEYRO. ^ 

" Nothing kss so, Senorj neither 
n^y birth or inclination h^s shut against 
me the door of the order which has de- 
corated me with this ctoss." 

^' Buti being the eldest son of your 
housq— !" . — 

" I am not the eldest." 

" What, you are not Senor Diego ?" 

" I am called Henriquez." 

^ ** And why is it you that have come 
to me ? AVhy has not your brother, as 
\ requested of my lady your naother, 
corpe himself ?" 

"He is not in Spain 5 and my mother 
has thought thatj in his absence,. J might 
receive from your mouth tha.t which 
you have to declare to us.'* 

B 3 /* Well?— 
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6 d'avey&o. 

" Well ; — and where is he ?*' 

^ in Fraoce**' 

" For long?"' 

** We expect him daily j his fast let* 
.ter was dated from Bayonne ." 

" It is all extremely well, Senor 
Hen«quez5 I am very happy in seeing 
you ; but it was Diego, and not you, 
with whom I wished to converse." 

' "We- had 'proceeded thtts fst in our 
dialogue when an hldalj>o entered, and 
informed the Minister thai: he came 
from the king : both stepped aside; antf, 
after a few words from the hidalgo, ut- 
tered m a low voice, the Minister re- 
turned to me, and excused himself for 
his^ inafeifity to remain with me Ion? 
ger, the king having sent for hhit that 

instant: 
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iflstai)t:.ht added. '* I teg, J d^mM^ 
of you, that you come to-morrow, ^ 
the same hour, to take chocolate with 
ittei ih&V^ «oip^«k wUh. yw t* im- 
pocftwi sSairf^ and I ih^Aa^ pi^^M- 
tarns that we be not jbterriiptei^ S(«)^ 
Twml iomf ladjr your ni^th^r thsrt ym ' 
iowe seen mc, ^vd thttt, as tsiwa w 
your brother arrivejs^ it i^ ,i)ecw§«ry,b^ 
should visit me." ^* 

This ia ihe ^ahstatice, my much ha- 
noured «nt>riiery of whit pawed ^n tibis 
• first interview. I flatter myself that you 
will be pleased by my promptitude in 
obeying your orders ; and that, in the lit- 
tle I have had occasion to say, you will 
find nothing to blame. As to-morrow 
morning, however, seems to promise to 
J>e a serious one, I have prayed my dear 
Mentor to go withrme to the Minister, 
and to be present at our conversation : 
his looks alone will dictate my proper 
B 4 . replies. 
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B d'aveyro. . 

repHeSj and the conduct I ought to 
hold. 

I beseech you, my belovea mother, 
to believe the unceasing affection cf 
your son. My deference to your wishes, 
in an zSkir so repugnant to my own, 
proves to you that my submission to your 
will knows no limits. 

Let my sister, I intr^at you, accept 
my most tender remembrance.> I shall 
wntfi to my friend by the first post. 



LETfER 
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LETTER II. 



ESTEVO llfiNDOZA TO CLARA 8ARMIENTA 

d'aveyro. 
Ma^t^nS Sefitemier, 17**. ' 

Our interview With :- the Minister' 
took place the day belc^e yesterday, at 
the hour app^^^j^t^^Saye lindertakisn 
to ^ive you a recital myself in the fear 
that the modesty of your dear son would 
interfere with the detail's, which are to 
his own frt'aiset \. 

.. ^ ' ' ^-, ' ■ •■• ' : ^^' • ' ■ 

When we Entered the chkmber in 
which we were to take chocolate, we' 
found Count Rodrigo seated on a sQla» 
having beside him his daughter, one of 
whose hands he licld in his own. He 
B 5 seemed 
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10 d'avevko. 

seemed to be talking to her with much 
earnestness 3 and his daughter, who 
bears the same name with yourself, ap- 
peared to* listen to bim with a sort of 
emotion. GusDian^ her brother, was 
walking, with his bands behind his 
back, and an air of absence of mind. 

As soon as we entered the chamber, 
CoMf|t Rodiigb rose, and I heard him 
say to his daughter^ " Here is hh bro- 
ther : compose yourself." Gasman: «ar 
luted us by a slight iac%ation of tbe. 
l^ead. Rodrigo bctraj^Kd surprisq at. 
seeing m^, and, addressing himself to 
]^nric[uez, *aid, '* I had thought^ Str# 
that you would have come aknie to this 
convefsation i I had at least ^ under^ 
^tficd^soi )I 'do not ^ko^w this : gentle- 



man. 



*' Senor Estevo Mendoza^ wliom I 
intnoduce to you," replied yoi|ir wfi* 
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<< is the petsan ia Ac "woM to whom 1 
tfwe the most ^ and I that if he iived^ 
y&a ivould not refuse to let ztry imther 
acdanpany me into tout presence. Se<> 
nor Mendoza stands to me In his place c 
he newr quits mc^** 

" Senor Mendoza/* said the Count 
to me, ** I do not know ymi person^ 
ally, biit I know you well by your 
writings^ which do equal honour to 
your understanding and your heart. 
May you be a relation of Father Estevo 
Mendoza?" 

** I am his nephew." 

•* In that, you bear a title laf tl>e 
strongest recoRnmendation; . Father 
Mendoza enjoys the confidence of the 
whole court ; and I believe that no o- 
ther Jesuk throws so much lustre on liis 
order by his knowliddge and his virtiKs. 
B 6 Merit 
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12 p'aveyro. 

Merit IS hereditary in your family. Ckr- 
tainly, I can have.rto objec^n to your 
presence at a conference in which. we 
have to speak of interests that must be 
-dear to you, through the aflfectioa you 
seem to bear the house of Aveyro. Let 
us be seated." 

Chocokte was served, 'fhe, Count 
ordered his people tp^retire; adding, 
" Let no one enter, unless I ring: I am 
visible only to the. king.'* * 

While Lady Clara prepared the cho- 
colate, I had leisure to examine the 
father and the two children, and I am 
able to present you with the most faith- 
ful picture. The Count is more Aan 
sixty years of age ; he is tall and weJl 
proportioned ; and if he has ^me de- 
fects in the exterior of his person, it is 
easily seen that th^y have resulted from 
age alooe. . He is stout, and.hi$ legs a 

little 
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little swelled at Ijottort ; he stoops and 
inclines his head a Iktle to t^e left 
shoulder^ his eyes are black, large, and 
well shaped, but without lustre ; he - 
lifts his eyelids in speaking, looks to- 
wards the door, and then on the ground. 
In genera], his deportment is restrained, 
and air his manners have a certain em- 
barrassment whicb not only invites no 
confidence, but which even forces a 
suspicion that the heart is rarely in ao 
4X)rdance with the mouth. His teeth . 
are still fine^ and he appears to know 
it, too well; siince, when he is not 
V speakings he holds his lips constantly 
open, and his teeth close^ 

Gusnian is of a middle height: he holds 
his head erect and loftily ; all his features 
are small ; his teeth are not fine ;.he fixes* 
the attention of those to whom he speaks; 
his black eyes, starting from his head, are 
full of fire I and if bis mind be a mind 

of 
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1* ' d'atx^tro. 

of reflectioQ, it cootaifis a considefaUIe 
porlkm of airogance : i^ a *wordi bii 
couatenance, his gesture, and the ak 
•unth whkh lie looks at those with 
Tyfaom he speaks, his manner of deii*- 
Yeriog hkDself, all evince that tnodestjr 
is a virtue on which he sets little value : 
his sallow comji^^loci, hta black hair. 
Ins podcHfiettcd fiice, and hts thick Hpi, 
altogether Jeave his phTsiognoniy b«3t 
^le that is agreeable, and even spread 
^m indescribable gloonf), and even htCh 
city. I believe he is of the same age 
wfth your eldest son, at least he does 
not seem to be more than tvirenty-five, 
and this is the only point of resemblance 
I can discover between them. Gus- 
man, in fine, strilces me neither as 
.han<lsomre or amiable. 

Clara, his sister, is a very different ^ 
person . . She is absol lat^ly without a fea- 
ture t^ mark her kindred with Gusma^. 

AH 

Digitized by Google 



I>*AVETJLO. 1$ 

All is charihingt all is perfect In her 
exterior; she unites all that is admirabk 
in b^aoty ^Uh all tbat is pleasing m 
what is called prettiness, Tfaougfa 
brown, her complexion is dazzling!/ 
dear. Softoess^ goodness^ modest/^ 
timidityt aU the more amiable virtiffis, 
are painted in her hok and in her 
smtie ; but the genera] cast ^f her 
countenance betray^ a disposition to 
mefawcboly. I believe her, nererthe^ 
less^ to, be perfectly happy; for she ap» 
pears tq^ be idolized by her father. She 
is eighteen^ If th^ qdalitieB of her 
mind correspond with the charms of her 
pensan and the elegance of her form, 
she is in all respects an accomplished 
young woman. 

^ I come to the subject of our Gonver*> 
sation. Count Rodrigo began, and we 
all fistened with the most perfect and 
junmterrupted silence. . 

-1 "Too 
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16 d'aveyro. 

" Too long a period has passed since 
our two houses lived in intimac]^' : it is 
time to extinguish a hatred which dis- 
turbs our mutual -repose, scandalizes 
our friends, and afFects, I am author- 
ized to say, lh€ King himself. Such 
are the principal motives which induct 
me to be first to make advances. Tliere 
are others which I feel as not less pow- 
erful. On her death bed, my wife 
procured from me a promise to exert 
myself towards effecting such a recon- 
ciliation as should for the futuje unite 
the two houses wUh a closeness as deci- 
sive as their actual . separation ; and I 
would not be accused of having broken 
a vow so sacred as this. In short, I. 
will not conceal from you thatthe King> 
when he was pleased to confer upon me 
the war department, demanded it of 
me, on word, that I should spare no 
toil in acquiring the friendship of the 
d'Aveyro*s. It shall not rest with me if 

his 

Digitized by Google 



d'aveyro. 17 ^ 

his Majesty's wishes be not gratified; 
it shall not rest with me if friendship 
do not effectually destroy every germ of 
division between our two bouses. 

" The children of the Countess d'A- , 
veyro, not less than my own, are suffi- 
ciently advanced in age to be, acquaint- 
ed with the deplorable history of this 
division J I wiJl now r^:al, notwith- 
standingy the principal circumstances, 
to the end that Senora d'A veyro, . iri 
the recital that will be given her of our 
conversation, discerning that I do not 
soften that which may Appear to my 
own disadvantage, may be convinced 
of my candour, and the sincerity of my 
overtures. ~ 

". The .first cause of that -division 
which even to this day has subsisted be- 
tween our .houses, is to be discovered, 
perhaps, in nothing more than the con- 

.tiguity 
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tiguity of the estates we i^^piectJvely 
possess in Old Castik. It rarely Iwfh 
pens that- great land-holders, whose 
properties adjoin, are free from, disputes 
concerning their rights or boundaries; 
such di$pi|t^s» leading to sult$> qoar- 
reis, gfHi reproaehcs, usually £nnh m 
caning t)i€ paitaes to fly and hal^ 
each other; mi-, what isuirfinitely more 
d^plofdble^ the hatred becotnes beredi- 
taiy# This, in two words, is the Ms- 
tqry ^ our aoc^tors. Tbey have nfe- 
yer. cea^ to be at strife, and it i« even 
true that this j^trife has sometimes beew 
bloody. It it sonac ttro hundred years 
$iQC9 a X-o$ Tormes^ the head ^cf the 
houde^ having led forth about, three 
hundred men, met a d'Ayeyro, likewite 
the head of his house, wHo was march- 
ing against him with a similar number 
of vassals, and was killed on the field of 
battle^ A few years after^ the eldest 
son of thi$ Los Torme^ nought a like 

rencontre 
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:p*AVEyRO. 19 

reocicaitre with the same d'Aveyro, who 
io hi? turn, fell oh the field. It wcmW 
be altogether useless to enquire on 
which side were the aggressions and 
err<xrs 5 it w<Hi}d b^ altogether useless, 
I say, at a moment at which I *m de- 
voutly seeking peace, ' 

'' I shidl speak only of that in whicb^ 
during this long and lamentable sno- 
<Q^ion of quarrels, belongs personally 
10 myself* The esfate of Espinosa^ 
•which ha^ always been in my family, 
^w,«$, /I?r<?^rtain of its rights, homage 
to ihe Castle, of Apiaya, which belongs 
to 4he S^lgQory of Aveyjd^. Wh$o, 09 
4ha d«aih of mj fwher, I took fiossea- 
^ion of the^fendsof Espinosa, I had no 
wish to refus«e homage to the k>rd of 
Aveyroj but I: was in no haste j I 
waited either to be invited or summon- 
ed. The invitation came. One day, 
^enpr Herkriquez, I received from Ftx- 

nand 
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20 d'aveyro. 

(land, your father, a letter, by wWch, 
though in the most obliging terms, and , 
with all the politeness of a Spanish gen- 
tleman, he reminded me that I owed him 
homage. He appointed a day and hour 
for the performalice of the ceremony. 
He gave me at the sam^ time to under- 
stand that, in order to prevent such cere- 
mony from being in the least degree hu- 
miliating to myself, he would be ailone. 
He had the right of requiring the oath 
of fealty, uncovered and disarmed, and 
on the knee j but I believed that he 
would have been satisfied with deliver- 
ing me the act of fealty, without any 
ceremonial. I even believed, from a 
phrase in his letter, that he designed to 
avail himself of this opportunity for mak- 
ing overtures of reconciliation; overtures 
which I was far from indisposed to accept. "^ 

** On the appointed day, therefore, I 
repaired to the castle of Amaya. It 

was 
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' d'4VEYRO. 21 

was noon when I arrived, the hour^ at 
which I had been appointed. 1 wa^ 
introduced, not jnto the closet of Fer- 
nanda but into the banquetting-room, 
' pompously decorated. What was my 
astonishment at finding it filled with 
guests ! Among them, I remarked of- 
ficers 6f justice, pages richly habitqd, a 
species of body guards, armed with 
halberds. At the bottom of the saloon, 
Fernand had caused a sort of throne to 
be erected,i As soon as Jie perceived 
me, he ajfcended it, covered himself, 
and criecj oyt to me, in the tone of a 
master, Rodrigo, approach^ lake off 
y&ur hat and your sword, place your* 
self on yoiir knees, and perform your 
duty. The act being done ' in the pre^. 
sence of all these hondurable witnesses 
zvill have the more solemnity andfotce. 

" I avow that my rage was extreme; 
its flames reacbed^y brain, and I stam- 
mered 
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22 b'aveyro* 

itiered I know not what. I retained no 
possession of mj reason. Had I not 
been ra a state of complete dcKrium, it 
is probable that the scene would hav^ 
been dreadful; but incapable, in/my 
phrenzy, of fixing at any one idea, I 
was impelled mechanically, and as it 
were by supernatural force, to the ac* 
tion which had been so rudely required. 

" I know not how lon^ thfc cruel ce^ 
remony lasted, or how it was per- 
formed 5 but, when I re^arose, I found 
myself in the state of a patient that, 
after having, through the excess of his 
dtseise, lost, for some time, all serirf- 
bifity, returns atxince to hh senses and 
his pain. I perceived the restoration 
of my understanding only augmented 
the anguish of my heart. I regarded 
the humiliation I had suffered as the 
last extreme of cahcmity 5 as ah affront 
tfie mbst deadly that^ gentleman cbuM 

receive. 
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receive. I thought myself debased, 
dishonoured, and de&med, unless t 
should avenge nlyself. I took my 
sword again ; and, haughtily setting on 
my hat, I tamed toward Feraand. He 
was descended from his throne. I saw 
that his fcotifitenance was peaceful. His 
calm and serene air, petrified me ; de- 
tortged my ideas, and shut my mouthy 
Ht Uncovered himself gratefully ; and, 
in the tone of a theatrical hero, said, 
Modrigo, my minStis satisfied y let y our* $ 
be the saihe: iettis be friends -, take a 
place-, dine tvith us. I took these 
words, the invitation, the tone, as all 
composing a bitter irony, still encreas- 
ing that which I had regarded as the 
greatest outrage I could suffer. I lof- 
tily replied: Fernand! it is for you, 
in your turn, to io your duty, ' by com* 
ing instantly to learn from me the truth 
of the axiom, ^ummum jus summa 
TN J tr R I A. ' ■ // is neither wise or brave 

in 

Digitized by Google 



24 D'AViiYRO. 

in you, replied he, to utter menaces in 
so numerous a company : we will see on^ 
another again when necessary. 

" I made na reply, but precipitately 
retired. While crossing the adjoining . 
hall, I heard loud shouts of laughter^ 
and I entertained no doiibt that the" 
guests were enjoying themselves at my 
expence. This la^t insult inflamed my 
lieart with all the heat of vengeance. , 

** Some days after, I sent a challenge 
to Fernand : I leift the hour, the arms, 
and the number of witnesses, to his 
own choice. I appointed him a ren- 
dezvous in a little wood which separat- 
ed his estate from my own. 

^' I shall abridge the history of this 
dismal scene. The issue was to my 
disadvantage. We fought with swords. 
I received, in my left thigh, a wound 

4 by 
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by which I was^ long confined to my 
bed, and which has never been so com- 
pletely cured as not to have left a de- 
gree of restraint in my st^p. 

" During the period of my illness, 
Femand, who was some years younger 
than myself, married: I learned that he 
had allied himself with the noble and 
powerful house of Sarmiento. Some 
months after my cure, 1 married the 
daughter of the Marquis d'lUescas^ , In 
this niarriage I saw every advantage ; 
and, to my confusion, 1 avow.that-I 
was blind enough to place in the num-» 
ber of these, the coolness which* then 
subsisted between the houses of Illesr 
cas and Sarmiento. Thus, instead of 
endeavouring to put an end to the ani- 
mosity between Fernand and myself, I 
sought to provide it with new food -, and 
thus it is that we precipitate ourselves, 

VOL. !• c when 
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wiaen passbii asd not reason gmde our 



" I owe, however, Wis jastice to my 
wife, to declare that, far from sharing 
in the resentments of her fatnily against 
fbat <^ Sarmiedto, or in mine ag^^t 
thed*Avfeyros, her whole life was sp^jirt 
kideskirvgaraiaiaking every efFort to pfro- 
core a gei«eral reconciliaticm* Thetinfor* 
tunate woman wa^unableto succeed, fie^ 
fere she <lied> she made me ptoroise, as I 
hai^l^M fDU, onaliibat religion offers as 
mditfsatred, to perform what shediad un*^ 
dieridd^i^^ and the oeth by whidi I boucrd 
myself to fu^U this widi of her heart 
Btmied to speada cahn o?eJr.her last 
iDomoits. 

•^ Since our duel, Femand and my^ 
«pS^ serving mrcigiiaoentswhrch were 
gaitiMned at the two extremities of thi^ 

kiPgdOTn, 
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kingdom, bad. never seen >eadi otlber: 
insomuch that I have been whoUy ig^ 
norant; of the state of his femily, and 
even thought that he bad had but one 
child. 

# " In ^a word, I come to the last act 
of our hostilities, one v\4i3cb it is to be 
hoped will be crowned by a happy 
event. You know tfeat, upon the pnb- 
Jication of the will of Charles 11.* 
by which a son of France was <ral^ 
led to the thnwae of Spain, the whote 
Spanish nation was distracted by politi*- 
cal divTsiofir * The movement, and cs* 
pecially among the U^ops, wds great. 
. When an agitation is universal, when 
all the passions are roused, it is very 
diffic«itt, :amd 'especially if rights appear 
queMionable, to peareive with distinct^ 
ness tbe |xth itbst \5hould hefoHowedi 
Tt> .speak, only of myself, I long 

* A. D. 1700.' • ' 
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hesitated which party I should join. I 
was careful to learn the sides on which 
the several regiments ranged, and in 
truth the greater number did not at 
first espouse the cause of the reigning 
king. If I were desirqus of producing 
an illusion, or of appearing in the eyes 
of others more meritoriously than I de- 
*erve^ I should say that this majority 
supplied a presumption sufficient to de- 
termine my conduct : but the truth is, 
that, having learned^ in the course of 
my enquiries, that Femand had declar- 
jed himself, and caused his whole regi- 
jnent to declare itself, for Ftance, thi$ 
, was a motive capable of fixing me to 
Austria. 

" Ihad at first some reason to believe 
that 1 had made the better choice. I 
obtained some and even important sue* 
cesses. Feraand, on the contrary, was 
uniformly unfortunate. England and 

Austria 
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Austria abundantly supplied us with 
money and every^ other description of 
succour. Fernand was often in diffi- 
culties. Receiving but little support, he 
drew from his private funds. He raised 
men, and. equipped them at his own 
cost. He sold his plate^ mortgaged 
his estate, and, as is Unfortunately but 
too true, consumed, in defence of oor 
legitimate sovereign, the larger part of 
his fortune. 

" It was he who contributed in a 
very great degree to the failure of the 
attempt of the English on Cadiz. He 
threw himself into Castile, and per- 
formed prodigies by his wisdom, acti- 
vity, and valour. He nourished and 
excited, by all the means within his 
reach, the fidelity of the Castilians, 
He succeeded in bringing them to burn 
their provisions and reduce themselves 
c 3 to 
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to the last cxtremkies, in order to ^rtroy 
the anny oi the Archduke. 

" At length, under the orders of the 
Dake of Vendome, he marched a- 
gaiDst Brihuega^ where I- was enga-- 
risoned, with the EngKsh. He ■ pirt 
himself at the head of his grenadiers^ 
"smd took the towB by assaulf. Five 
thousand English were made prisoners. 
I had the good fortune to esciatpe. I 
hastened to join the Count de Starem- 
berg,- who had inarched to our relief, 
and who was oflered battle at ViBavici- 
osa, by the army which the! King eom- 
fnanded in person, and in which Fer- 
nand was at the head of three thousand 
men, who fofught in despair. The day 
was bloody and^ terrible; and the re. 
treat of Genaral Staretoberg- glorious. 

** The conduct which, during the 

course 
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course of tWs v^at, was pursued by 
Fernand and myself, should naturally 
have produced great advantages to him, 

- and great misfortunes to me ; but that 
which might, be expected to happen, 
happens almost never. After tbe battle 
<5f Villiviciosa, I shut myietf op in an 
important place, which I so weJl pro- 
vided with food and j»eansjof warfene 
that I had evtry reason to believe it ca- 
'paWe of holding out a considcisabJe time. 
The opposite party seemed equally per- 
suaded of this. I received proposi- 
tions ; I listened to them ; I was offered 
Tery advantageofu* conditioiis, and I ac- 
xepted'them. The place surrendered, 
and a little time after the war e«>d6d5 in 
a manner the mast advantageous possi- 
ble %r -the King. SJnc^lhar epoch, my 

/fortune arid influence ha v-e continually 

'increased. < 

; ' c 4 **^ As 
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" As for Fernand, since the affair of 
Villaviciosa, I have remained wholly ig- 
nora;>t of his fate. Some persons have 
told me that he perished on the field of 
battle ; others, that he had entirely lost 
the favour of the King, that he had 
even been implicated in the crime of 
the Marquis de Legands, w.ho was ac- 
cused of trjeasoD, who was at first con- 
fined in the Castle of Pampeliina, and 
who is said to have been afterward 
sent into France, to the castle of Vin- 
cennes. . . 

*! However this may be, I am now 
come round to the proposition which I 
have made to the Senora d'Aveyro." 

Such, madam, was the exordium of 
Count Rodrigo. I am obliged, through 
fear of losing the post, to refer, for the 
conclusion of this interesting conversa- 
tion. 
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tion, to my next letter. In this packet 
you will find a letter from Henriquez 
to his friend, which he begs you to 
forward. 



c 5 LETTER 
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LETTER 111. 



- HENRIJ^UEZ D'AVEYRO TO VENCESTA8 RATWOF- 
8K0Y. 

Madrid, IS Sffitem^er n*\ 

1 DO not talk to y6u, my dear friend, 
of my journey to the EscuriaJ. My 
mother will' inform you of all that has 
passed between Count los Tormes and 
myself. I have no idea that the pro- 
jected feconciliation can be effected, 
, This family has injured us, and conti- 
nues to injure us, too much to allow our 
entering into the views manifested by 
the minister. It appears to me, that 
the first thing is to karn what has be- 
come of my father ; and it seems very 
extraordinary that Count Rodrigp, now 

in 
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in the first official credit, and who roiwt 
be aci^ualnted vrfth ail the secrets af 
state, should the ignorant of ihm 

• I will not conceal from you, however, 
tny dear Ratziofskoy, that if it were pos- 
•sible for the two families to ally, I shcMild 
regard my brother as the haj>piest of 
men. Clara de los Tormes, who, un- 
der this supposition is de6tined for him, 
must give to him 'with whom she shall 
be united all the happiness this lower 
world admits. I do not believe* that 
there is a king who,- having seen her, 
Would not be ambitious of making her 
his consort. You wiH say that thisis'Spa-, 
nish exaggeration. No, my friend; 
no ; the truth is, Clara leaves far behind 
her all the women who are .called beau- 
tiful, ali those that pass for bandsome, 
all thosfe that are justly est^med amia- 
ble. She is a creature tVuly heavenly: 
an a:ngel, that has only to show herself 
c 6 to 
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to obtain the love and veneration of man- 
kind; all about her is ravishing, enchant- 
ing : whether she speak, whether she 
be silent, whether she move, whether 
she be still, she pleases, she fascinates : 
there is ia her whole deportment, in 
her slightest gesture, a charm which 
incessantly invites a belief, that her na- 
ture is different from ours. The Spa- 
nish language, which she speaks with 
a purity perhaps without example, has 
in her mouth a harmony I never before 
knew it to possess ; and did you hear 
Clara speak, you yourself would be 
compelled to allow that our language is 
the first of languages. . 

What more shall I say to complete 
\Am portrait? Figure to yourself the 
most majestic, the most elegant of sta- 
tures ; a head such as they paint that of 
Venus; large eyes, which, though 
black,, have stijl more gentleness tharr 

vivacity; 
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vivacity; a vermilion mouth, almost 
smaller than the eye, and which .disco* 
vers the most perfect and whitest of 
teeth ; a nose in true proportion with 
the rest of the physiognomy; cheeks 
the bloom of which not ill resembles 
the brilliance of the newly-opened rose; 
a; smile which ravishes. , In a word, my 
dear friend, there;^ is no brunette more 
beautiful than Clara, there is no fair 
face more winning. It is beyond all 
doubt that, should my brother resolve 
on offering his vows to Clara, he will 
meet, at the foot of the altar, with more 
than one rival. But, lovely as is Clara, 
I do not think that she will ever enter 
our family, so long, at least, as we re- 
main ignorant of the real fate of my . 
father. 

To come to yourself, my dear friend, . 
you are sure that all which concerns you, 
interests me too much to have permitted 

me 
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me to neglect; your commission. I have 
seen the Polish ambassador. I was 
perfectly well received. He tpld me 
that your cross, and your passport frorn 
*he grand-master were sufficient to enable 
you securely to remain in Spain as long 
as you wish, and that he is even wil- 
Mng to grant yon one himself, should 
you think it necessary, when you desire 
to depart. In a ^ord, he adds that 
having nothing personally to reproach - 
you with, and having no orders what- 
ever that in any wise relate to you, he 
would be very far from giving you the 
least uneasime's^s ; his dispositiort by no 
means inclining him to leave the track 
marked out for his conduct. 

Thus you may live in peace in the 
asylum my friendship offers. Nothing 
will 6blige you to leave it before my re- 
turn to Malta, where you may wait with 
patience the term of your ^xile, and 

obtain 
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obtain* ?uch acJvancetnent in thd order 
as shall enable you to disregard your 
temporary loss of fortune. 

I persist, therefore, ip greatly disap- 
proving your project of going to ask 
admission into tfie service of Algiers. 
This idea is so fooKsh, ,that I cannot 
xonceive how you can adhere to it. 
You reckoned upon the good offices of 
the young Algerine whom^ after mak- 
fng Him prisoner, I sent hoiti^. ' How 
is it that you do not consider the chris- 
tian religion, which he has embraced, 
as an obstacle to his own fortunes? 
and, if he have nothing himself, how 
can he improve .your situation. From 
nothing, comes nothing.v Open^ your 
eyes then to the truth ; and do not con- 
ceal from yourself that the first condi- 
tion on which you can hope for favour 
with the Mohammedans is that of be- 
•^ettting a Mohammedan mqyi, I do not 

think 
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think that you will make yourself either 
an apostate or a renegade. 

Adieu: I am not veiy well able to 
tell when I shall rejoin you j that will 
depend upon the orders that I shall re- 
ceive from my mother, or from my dear 
Mentor, who daily acquires new claims 
upon my gratitude. Let me ad(i that I 
freely pay the debt ; and that if he en- 
tertain towards me the tenderness of a 
father, I entertain toward him the sub- 
mission and attachment of a son. 

Adieu : do not forget me, either to 
your mother or your sister. 



LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 



BSTEVO MBNOOZA TO CLAtA lARMIBNTA 
D*AVEYRO» 



Madrid, ^Q Se/itemh<r 17**. 

I RESUME my recital at the point I 
]eft it. Count Rodrigo, having finished 
his exordium, addressed htmself to me; 
and asked whether 'I did not approve 
the recpnciKation ha proposed. I re* 
plied, vaguely, that having the honour 
to be the friend of the hmise of Aveyro, 
and having idaitified my. interests with 
those of Henriquez, t entertained the- 
most ardent wishes for every thing that 
could contribute to the happiness, of the 
family that granted me its confidence, 

and 
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and for the more peculiar benefit of my 
beloved pupil. 

Th erGotm t then addreasm^ himself to 
Henriquez, there, fbHowed a dialogue 
which 1 shall report to you word for 
word : 






And you, lienor HenriqueZj what 
do you think of my project ?" 

. ," Your views, Senor, not appe^^ng 
to m«i.fe9'be entuiely developed, it 
^rikei vmn improper to tieiiver my o^ 
pipion, I 'am besides too young and of 
too little a$xount to of&r any effective 
wsweroasoin^artsmt ao aifain It is 
to my mothi5r fostiy, and to my brother 
Htxt, that belomfs the right of heating 
your suggeationsJ' 

/* ^^ — -Tawri^ly i* eqiaajly distin- 
guished by. niodesty and good^ sense 5 

, but^ 
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Tiut, after the letter which I have had 
the honour of Writmg to my lady your 
mother,, my vievrs are not unknown to 
you. Doubtlessly she has comntuni- 
tatedtoyott that letterV doubtlessly you 
Iwtve read it ?** 

€t _ — I hare read it.'* 

'* .^— ^VeryWcH.'* ■ 

" Ihaveobservedthtt'you jiropose 
to uttke our feiiiHies by a bond that will 
render them friends far ever/* 

** — — And I have added to Senora 
Tl*AVeyro that this bond ought to be 
irach as can be broke neither by God' or 
•man. Now, I think that she must 
have perfectly comprehended that I der- 
signed a union between my daughter 
and your brother, who, I persuade my- 
-self, has all the qualities of a good and 

loyal 
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loyal knight. When I wrote to your 
mother^ 1 did iiot know that she had 
more than one child ; for, as I have told 
you» a little after his marriage^ I ceased 
to have any sort of communication with 
your father, save that the birth of your 
brother was fortnally announced to me^ 
nearly in the same manner that a sove- 
reign announces to his subjects the birtti 
of an heir to his crown* I begged Se- 
nora d'Aveyro, in case she could not, 
or wotild not, come herself, to send me 
her son : you have come in his place ;. 
and in this chance has certainly served 
me. I regard it, at least, as most for- 
tunate that you have an opportunity of 
disposing your brother to the reconciliar 
tion that is about to be eflfected between 
us, and of removing all ih'ose objec- 
tions that might be grounded on an an- 
cient antipathy which ought no longer 
to exist. 

'' Yoa 

. Digitized by Google 



D^AVEYRO. 45 

^ You sec, then^ Senor Henriquez, 
that your age by no means reinders you 
a stranger to the concern on which we 
are treating, and that it even qualifies 
you for the task of a^mediator between 
your dear brother and yourself. I trust, 
also, that Senor Mendoza will co-ope- 
rate in this mediation. The King has 
made peace with his subjects ; and it 
is the part of a good loyalist to contri- 
bute to that of the subjects among 
themselves, 

** Frankly, Senor Henriquez, let us 
open our hearts : have you any thing to 
oppose to all that you have heard ?" 



Senor, I persist in thinking 



that any opinion which I could express, 
would be premature ; and that it is of 
importance to yourself not to found any 
hopes but on the resolutions of my mo- 
ther and brother.^* 

1 " And 
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«t „_ 


— And what, k reality, xs your 


age?" 


' ' ' . ' 


(C 


— I ^m entering tny twentietlv 



year. 

*^ > ■ ■■ So gr^^t a degree of pru- 
dence, at that a^e, astonishes me. I have 
always thought, and you coafirm ^ne 
in the ihooght, ttfat the tinderstanding 
ripens more early ki Spain .than in any 
other country : but, in order to force 
you into an opinion, let us sjuppose for 
an instant that fKMi are y'out brother r in 
bisplace^ loolc at my daughter 'Oara^^ 
and answ-er ;n^, tvould you accept or 
reject the offer of hct hand ?" 

*^ I render the most profound* 



and sincere hoa»age to t^be eiziiaent loe-r 
at of the lady jour daughter j but t 
would enter into i>o engfigemefit, and 
heaven preserve me from everentert^i«rr 
, 5 ing 
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iog such a tbcrttgbt, lUl I hid found 
my father/* : 

" — r- Ail ! Senor Heor^ii€SE» yo* 
afflict Hie ; for mercyi do not kt us r©- 
ttnrn to that gloo^f thought : mihapr 
pify> the death of I^eroand— ^Z* 

» 

^ -^— Ah, well ! if be behead, lot 
«ie know at the least where are his 
ashes ; let my i>rother and ro^jself know, 
wbe? e xmr father neposes ; the VQice that 
will break fi^mi his tomb dnall insCruot 
:us in our duty-^ — /* 

He«^, madimi, yonr dear Henriquee: 
icould i¥ot rirstrain his sensibility ; his 
^yes were mtxistfened with f<ears ; he 
«di«w fo^h his handkiepchicf to dry 
lliem. At ttve sfune moment, I saw 
tears alsa in the eyes of Clara This 
.SHOvioig; scene induced some moments 
4»f siience^ duriag which I remarked a 

degree 
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degree of embarrassment in the coun- 
tenance of the Minister : as to his son, 
he had an open mouth, and an eye dry 
^nd fixed upon HenriqueZi I was a- 
bout to speak, for the purpose of put- 
ting an ^nd to this painful situation, 
when the Angelus rung. Clara imme- 
diately rose, supported her two knees 
upon her chair, and concealing her face, 
availed herself of the moment to in- 
dulge an agitation which she could no 
longer conceal. The Count appeared 
to pray. Gusman muttered a few words, 
and took from under his shirt a relic 
which he wore about his neck, and 
which he kissed with earnestness. As 
to your dear son, he prayed with ar- 
dour ; the prayer that he addr^essed to 
heaven, as you will well believe, was 
that which he addresses every day of his 
life: he conjured it to restore you your 
Don Fernand j and, what I must not 
omit to tell you, he ^did not utter his 

prayer 
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prayer in a low voice, but loudly, and 
in a tone which penetrated me so 
strongly that, unable to resist the feeling 
I experienced, I threw nayself on his 
neck, and bathed it with mv tears. 

Returned to myself, I perceived that 
Clara devoured us with her eyes ; the. 
Count appeared, to be moVed; but 
vrhat was my astonishment when I saw 
Gusman, still unconcerned, turn coldly 
toward bis father, and salute him with, 
a sHght inclination of the head, as if to 
ask his permission to speak J Having, 
obtained it he pronounced, with an inso- 
knt gravity this short speech : " Senor, 
do you think, that thedignity of the name 
vve bear, and that of the post to which 
the favour, of the King has raised you, 
pernut yoiiia prolonfg this conversation ; 
since your. generosity is displayed with ' 
superior lustre, and you have suffi- 

voL. I. D , ciently 
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ciently informed yourself of the return 
with which you are to be paid ?" 

** Gusman," returned the Count, 
*' I know what I owe to my name and 
place 'y but I know also what I owe to 
the intentions of your mother, and the 
orders of our King; this affair must 
terminate, and, God assisting, it will 
terminate, in the manner I wish. Your 
sister, who is more interested in it than 
you, knows that it belongs to me alone 
to direct her choice ; she is arrived at 
the age in which her choice should be 
fixed, and it will be fixed when and- as 
I desire. Speak, Clara ; let no false 
modesty present you from giving Senor 
Henriquez and Senor Mendoza an as- 
surance that you have no prejudice a- 
gainst the match 1 propose, and no sort 
of idea tending to oppose the work of 
reconciliation which I aspire to consum- 
mate." 

Clara 

% 
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Clara bhished deeply at this appeal 
from her father; she hesitated a Ihtle 
time; after which, casting down her 
eyes, she said, with the accent of open- 
ness and truth, ** I shall never, sir, do 
otherwise than obey your orders and the 
last wishes of my mother. It is hnpos- 
sibleforme to have any prejudice a* 
gainst a gentleman whom I have not 
the honour to know ; and if I may pre- 
sume to scrutinize your designs respect- 
ing me, I protest here, in all the since- 
rity of my heart, that for whatever lot 
heaven may personally reserve me, I 
shall respect and esteem myself for hav- 
ing been instrumental to the happiness 
of two houses whose divisions have so 
long rendered them unbappy.** 

*^ You are a charming girl,** said Ro- 

drigo, ** What think you, Senor Hen- 

riquez? You are yourself a very fine 

i> 2 cavalier. 
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cavalier, dpes your brotjier re^mble 
you ? is be as worthy ?'• 

. ** He would be worth very lit- 
tle if he were not superior to me/' 

" Your modesty gives, me a high- o- 
pinion of your understanding and heart., 
I would ask whether the Senor your 
brother has not something in his exte-» 
ripr which robs him of all resemblance 
to you." 



-His height is somewhat less.** 

- Aijy defpirmity ?'* 

- None." 

■ The same, co^uxitenance with 



your own?" 



" — — It is said that, having smaller 

features 
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features, his countenance is ftie more 
agreeable ; ind his valour has marked 
hitti in a manner infinitely honourable 
to himself.'* 

^* In what mianfter V' 

" -^ He received at Calais, from 

an English general officer, a cut of a 
"sabre, which has left him, at the cor- 
ner of th^ left eye, a large scar, in the 
Brjpn'of a cVescent." 

" That is in truth, a masculine 

beautv. He has served, then ?'' 

" — ^ — He followed mjr father, in 



quality of aide'de-camp^ when the loyal 
Spaniards declared for Philip the Fifth ; 
but, his wound being found to be seri- 
ous, he saw himself obliged to abiandon 
the theatre of war, and found it impos- 
sible to re-appear, because "the cure 
D 3 occupied 
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occupied a considerable portion of 
time; and, scarcely had he recovered 
when the small-pox confined him at my 
mother's. 

" Does he bear any marks ?" 

" None/' 

" It is the same with Clara : it 

is six months since she had that terrible 
disease, and that terrible disease has 
spared her. Has my lady your mother 
no other children than you and your 
brother ?'• ' 

" — ~ I have also a sister." 

" How old is she ?*V 

" She is younger than I.'' 

'' — Pretty, beyond a doubt ?" 

"——Every 
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*« I. Every body says so." 

Such was the state of our conversa- 
tion when we heard a considerable noise 
in the adjoining chamber. Suddenly 
the folding doors of the chamber were 
opened, and pages, guards, and hi- 
dalgos entered, and announced the 
King. The King appeared. We in- 
stantly rose, and held ourselves in his 
presence in the most respectful attitude. 
He looked at us all, and said, '* I 
thought to have found Senor d*Aveyro :'* 
afterward, without waiting a reply, he 
fixed his eyes on Henriquez, and said, 
•* Senor Knight, your name ?" 

** Hetirique? d'Aveyro,'^ replied 
your son. 

" You are not the only son, then, .of 
the Countess d'Aveyro ?'* 

D 4 " I have 
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" 1 have a brother attda-sirter.'* 

" I know nothing of all (hats 

but our uneasiness is at &n«nd, I know 
all that it is necessary for me to knov<r, 
to prove my gratitude to the brave mtn 
who have had the courage to follow my 
ill fortune. And you, Senor/' added 
the King, turning toward me, " what 
is your name ?" 

: '' Mendoza." 

" Mendoza ! that name is not 

unknown to me, I have read with the 
most lively interest the writings of Es- 
,tevo Mendoza, in which my titles to 
the crown of' Spain are so eloquently 
established. Is that you ?" 

" It is me.'' 

*' Senor 
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" Senor Mehdoza, to you, also, I 
am under the greatest obligations." 

" Sire, I have done my duty ; 



and 1 am to-day most honourably re- 
corapetj^ed, since your majesty has 
deigned to testify your satisfaction." 

'' That is not enoiigh. What 

brought you here ? What are you so* 
Kcitm'g ?" 

: " I solicit nothing. Doti Fernand 
d'Avfeyro honoured me with his friend* 
ship; I lay under obligations to him ; 
I supply his place to yoiln|f Henriquez ; 
l^ratitude has plated me at this post» 
and my ambition desired no other." 

" Truly, the longer I knoW the Spa- 
nish nation the more firmly I aiti per- 
suaded that no other is equally great 
Snd generotis* It is only here that we 
D 5 find 
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find heroic examples of fidelity to the 
prince and devotion to a friend : — ^nei- 
ther is it any where else, Senor Henri- 
quez, that one could see so elegant a 
.knight as yourself. During my travels 
in Italy, I saw the Jpollo-Belmdere^ 
and, without compliment, on seeing 
you, one might believe that you had 
served for the model of that amazing 
masterpiece. Assure yourself of my 
good will 5 inform your family that I 
engage to. enter most heartily into the 
views of the Count de los Tormes, and 
that they may assure themselves, I will 
repair, as far as I have the power, the 
injuries which have been done your fa- 
tlier. It is only a shoi^t time since I 
have been nwde acquainted with the 
services which he did me,, and the bit- 
ter fruit he received. Do you know 
exactly where and how he.|)erished?" 

w We believe that he is alive." 

*^ — You 
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** You astonish me ! and where 

do you think he is ?** 

" We know not. Perhaps in some 
prison .'* 



" You shock me. I will visit 

the prisons myself : join your enquiries 
with mine; I will assist you with all 
my power; the happiest day of my 
life would be that in which I should see 
at my court, and near myself, 'the brave 
Fernand d'Aveyro. Adieu: I have 
business with the Count de los Torroes : 
I insist upon your being his friend ; I 
intreat it." 

We retired immediately, myself 
in deep thought, and Henriquez en- 
deavouring to discover in my eyes my 
opinion of all that we had heard. All 
that we had heard was indeed extraor- 
dimfy, and God alone knows what is 
D 6 to 
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to be the end ; but, happen what may, 
I think it urgent to snatch Henrique^ 
from the dangers to which, should he 
remain long, he will here be infallibly 
exposed. Excellent as he is, he is not 
an angel j he is human ; and those high 
compliments, those eternal adatetions 
6n his beauty, which are addressed to 
hirai from all parts, ate the poison of all 
at his age : trhen the passions have so 
much strength, and when it is so easy 
to satisfy them, the vanity which feed* 
itself on advantages of person da2zle^- 
the imagination, promises success ; and, 
ro procure it, precipitates its victim into 
adventures, difficulties, and misfortune. 

It is more particularly the comparison 
with the flelvidere Apollo that has pro* 
duted dn effect by which I am die- 
preased. In an instant, it was known? 
to all.the court ; and from the court if 
passed with rapidity into the cify.^ Yes-' 

terday 
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terday ftiorhing in crossing that gallery 
of the Eseurial wWch leads to the cha- 
pel, at the moment in which every bo- 
dy was going to niass, I heard a piur- 
fturirig aroutid me. See Ike living Bel-' 
videre Apollo ! Immediately aftef, I saw 
all the women, pretty and ugly, young 
and old, lift their veils and survey 
Henriquez, who passed through them, 
blushing and abashed. 

Yesterday evening, as we walked 
dn the Prado, some cavaliers, elegantly 
dressed, pairsed close by us ; and, twtf 
or three of th-em having exclaimed, Bt/ 
Saint James, that is a handsome cava- 
lier ! the others replied, loudly enough 
for us to hear, Senors, the cavalier rjoti 
admire is the Knight of Malta whom 
the King has named the Apollo 6ehi- 
dere. These words, soon caught by 
Overyear, actually brought around us 
whole mobs of curious spectators. We 

passed 
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pressed through them, and were obliged 
to leave the promenade. Cospetto di 
dio ! cried Henriquez, in Italian, Che 
sciagnra ! " These people," continued 
he, " Will force me to quit Madrid: they 
are astonished by a trifle." 

Notwithstanding this, he is thought- 
ful, and visibly loses that gaiety which, 
as you know, has hitherto been so ex-> 
treme as to demand restraint. Have 
the goodness", therefore, madam, ta 
send us your orders and instructions > 
and, if you think our stay unnecessary, 
it would be much to the advantage of 
your dear Henriquez to return to you, 
and afterward to go to Malta, to make 
his vows, if those vows continue to be 
a sacrifice which his inclination disposes 
him to yield. 

I had forgotten to inform you that my 
uncle, whom I have seen only fisr an 

instant 
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instant, has promised me some light 
on the subject of our conversation with 
the Minister. It will be advisable, 
therefore, that, before you prescribe 
the line of conduct we are to pursue, 
I should put you in possession of this 
new information : but, as my uncle is 
very absent, and greatly occupied, I can 
scarcely say when I shall be able to ob- 
tain an interview with him of sufficient 
length. You may, however, be cer- 
tain that 1 shall use every exertion to 
render the day the earliest possible. 



11' J LETTER 
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LETTER V. 



CLkiA SARMiEN-fA' D'aVIYRO TO ESTETO 
j(i£NDOZA. 

. Castle / ^mqya, 26 Sejitemher, I7**» 

1 HAVE neither orders, Senor, or iri- 
structions to send you. Alf that you 
do Will be w6ll done. You afe tbe tit- 
telary genius of our family. Continue, 
generous and worthy friend ! continue 
to watch over it ! it is you, you only, 
who can guide us in the path we should 
take. On all occasions, therefore, you 
do that which you think proper, setting 
out from that resolution to which I re- 
main immoveably fixed, the accepting 
nothing either for myself or my chil- 
dren, a^d the rejection of every esta- 
blishment 
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blisfefti^ for thtth, till their father be 
fontili. No, he is not d6ad, rest assuf^ 
ed : I have s?trortg conviction that hea- 
ven wHl g^^t me the blessing of find- 
ing hitn again. But where is he ? 
what is his fate ? perhaps — alas! I d6 
not wish to afflict you. Often enough 
you have seen my tears ; my groans ^ 
<pught not to follow you to Kladrid. 
.You do well to lyait till you have re^ 
ceived the information your dear uncle 
has promised: I expect it V^ith itwpa- 

iience. 
« 

l^iego is not yet arrived. I ex!p6ct 
him day by day. What makes me 
think that I shall see him immediately, 
is that I have nothing from him, since 
his letter dated from Bayonne: he doubt- 
lessly prefers speaking by word of 
mouth to writing. He will be much 
pleased when 1 show him what you 
have written concerning Henriquez. 

Tell 
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Tell that dear boy, that, in the situatton 
I am placed, I can taste no consolation 
but in learning that he continues worthy 
of the attention lavished upon him by 
yourself. He must not cease for a mo- 
ment to give you his entire confidence ; 
and t do not understand why, if he have 
any other cause of sorrow than that in 
which I am a partaker^ he neglect$ to 
open it to you. 

At the moment in which I was about 
to finish my letter, little Amelia has en* 
tered the closet, and told me a yery 
strange story, capable, I fear, of in- 
volving me in new embarrassments* 
Amelia entered out of breath ; " What 
is the matter?" said I. 

" — ~— O mamma ! that strange man 
the chevalier Ratzipfskoy, with his sun- 
dried skin^ his red locks, and his six- 

and- 
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and-thirty years! Henriquez has a 
drollfriend !" 

" What has happened ?" 

** I was in my chamber, seated be- 
fore my harpsichord j my governess was 
I know not where ; Scnor Ratziofskoy 
entered ; looked all round the ropm, in 
. a manner that frightened me -, took a 
chair ; sate down familiarly by my side, 
and began repeating his accustomed 
nonsense about my voice, fingers, and 
countenance/' 

'' —Afterward ^ 

" •— — He took my hand and kissed 
it, like a madman." 

** What did you say to him ?'* 

*^ -— — I drew away my hand, and 

asked 
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isked Wm whether he had lost his 
senses ?" 

" ^%a't Was his re^ly ?*' 

— He replieci that if Was impos- 



Isible to know me Without losing them i 
that he intreated my perftiissioh to de- 
.fclare to you his sentimentis ifegardin^ 
hi6; that his views Wer6 pute as his 
Ynind. Ab'd whit Sre your vieWs ? Said 
t T6 fc'ecbAie, replied he, the bvothet 
bF my fri'ettdi, Hehriquei. Attd how, 
replied I again, can you become th^ 
brother^ of Hgnriquez ? By marrying 
you, returned he. Oh ! cried I, you 
wander completely. . Can the Knights 
bf Malt^ marry ? Have you not taken 
the vows. Oh ! those vows, cried he, 
in his turn, are not very serious ones ; 
the Pope can dispense with them." 

" Is' 
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. ^* — Is this all ?'* 

** Without giving me tioie to 

reply, he was about to throw himself 
at my feet. I perceived it> was fright- 
ened, and arose. I reached the door, 
precipitately, and came to tell you all.'* 

" —L^ Well, my child, what think 
yqu of all this? 

^* That Henriquez has a foolish 

frieod.'* 

" What resolution do you take, in 
conse<juence of this scene ?" 

'* I dare not see Senor Ratziof- 

skoy again : I beg, mamma, that you 
will let me return to the Convent." 

*^ — ^ — You would leave m<e alone,. 

then? 
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then? Of my three children, I am 
not to have one liear me! That is 
hard." 

c« : What then shall I do, 

mamma?'* 

** There is no necessity for giv- 
ing greater importance to this piece of 
folly than it deserves. I naturally con- 
clude that Senor Ratziofskoy does not 
respect you greatly ; and certainly that 
is not my fault ; it is rather yours : you 
have brought this upon yourself by your 
extreme levity, your continued puerili- 
ties, your unfortunate disposition for rail- 
lery and jest. Modesty, reserve, and un- 
constrained gravity would have kept Se- 
nor Ratziofskoy at a certain distance from 
you; your idle pleasantries on the colour of 
his h^ir and the tawny tint of his com- 
plexion have produced too much fami- 
liarity. Lay your hand upon your heart, 

my 

Digitized by Google 



D*AVEYRO. 71 

my child ; count within yourself, if you 
can^ how many times I have given you 
this littlelesson, how many times I have 
told you that, being entered into your 
seventeenth year, you ought absolutely 
to leave the circle of childhood. When 
you are seen passing a whole hour at 
play with your doll, as if you were only 
ten years old, how can you suppose 
that you will be respected? You are 
treated like a child often ; and that ap- 
pears to me to be natural enough. Your 
musicr your drawing, your arithmetic, 
your french , your books of geography and 
history, your domestic business, your little 
garden, your birds, do not these point 
out in what you should be occupied, 
and wherein you should look for rek- 
creation ? Well, Amelia, you have taken 
no notice of my advice. You must 
bear with the disagreeable incident you 
have drawn upon yourself, and all that 
caay follow : I see no remedy." 

- 5 " — Mamma, 
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— Mamma, you scoW 3 you are 






" Am I in the wfongj? You ajrea 9iq- 
gular girl* You have undertaken ihe 
educatioa of littJe Theresa Pj^hc^co^ 
aiKi you will not recollect that the b^est 
lessons turn to evil if those who, give^ 
them do not begin by their own- ex-» 
ample. I. assure you that,, if yoi> cpa- 
tinue tQ Instruct her by the exhibitioo. 
of levity and childishness in your .owii 
conduct, I will take her away from yoUj 
and s^nd her bacH to her relations ^ I 
would not have them one day curse her 
teacher. You are continually talking 
to me of a convent. What answer d[oi 
you wish ipe tp make ? Do yqu wish tQ 
become a nun ? The misfortunes^ oC 
their father having reduced my chiJdrert 
to my owB: fortune only, that plaq 
would not be. very unreasonable. Yoi< 

se^ 
4 
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see that which pow Henry has adopted^ 
in entering the Oder of Malta, of i^'hich 
he will fliortJy take the vows.'*. 

Here the poor girl burst into tears ; 
threw herself at my knees; took my 
hand, pressed it to her lips, and bathed 
it with tears. In the midst pf her sobs, , 
she cried, with a raournfuj accent, " O 
mamma ! best of mothers ! do not be 
angry with your Amelia ; do not take 
Theresa from me ; she makes me 
happy. I do not wish tofoltow my 
brother's exampJe. No, 710 guieru 
ser monsa. No, I have no desire to 
be a nun." 

Amelia now wholly lost her voice ; 
she struggled for breath g I saw convul- 
sions approaching. I could f)ot relieve 
her* I lifted her, and pressed her af- 
fectionately to my bre^t : " No, Oo, mf 

VOL. I. E dear 
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dear child," said I, ** you shall not be 
a nun. Your mother, the fondest of 
mothers, will never forsake you, ne- 
ver ; do you hear me ? May heaven 
bless you as I bless you! Your father 
also, your father^ the most noble, the 
best of men, will yet bless you, once 
again, be sure. Kiss me. With re^ 
spect to what has passfed, the best 
conduct to be pursued is that of put- 
ting on an air of forgetfulness. No ill 
humour, I beg of you, no vexatious 
jests, against Senor Ratziofskoy. We 
owe him respect, because he is the 
friend of your brother, and because 
we afford him hospitality. The cross 
besides, which he bears, implies a 
birth whfch demands consideration. 
Leave it to me, Amelia, to arrange 
this affair. Send for your gbverness, 
return to your harpsichord, and never 
be alone 5 never without me or your 

governess." 
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governess/' Such, Senor, is the new 
embarrassment into which I have been 
thrown by the chevalier . Ratziofskoy. 
I took an immediate opportunity of en- 
tering into a conversation with him, the . 
particulars of which I will impart to 
you by my next letter. I suspect that 
Henrique^, who is easily imposed oh 
by the world, has too lightly connect- 
ed himself with this man, and that yon 
yourself have been deceived by the show 
of friendship, and those protestations of 
probity of which he is not sparing ; as 
likewise by all that he relates of his 
birth, fortune, alliances, and expecta- 
tioijs, things concerning which it is easy 
to speak falsely, when the speaker 
comes from afar. It is necessary that 
we should make ourselves acquainted 
with the real condition of the chevalier, 
andthereasbnfor whichhe is atadistance 
from his cduntry. You will oblige me, 
E 2 therefore , 
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therefore, by waitiog on thePolish am- 
bassador, vrho will refiwe you no infotr 
mation you ask. Hcknoiv& my family 
and that of ray husband. The d* Aveyrou 
have given an ambassador to Poland^ 
who rendered himself highly «»teemed 
there, in $o much that aU the PoJanders 
whom, in the happier, days of my life, 
I have met with, have assured me that 
fais memory is in high veneration. It 
will not be amiss if you take Henriquez 
with you, in order that, in the proceed- 
iegs we may have to adopt, he may be 
Mtisfied that we pet only upon certain 
' groimds. 

With regard to my dear Amelia, I 
am under no sort of uneasiness. She, 
»8 you know, B kigenuousncBS and iiv 
Boccnce themselves. Sh^ gives roe the 
greatest <;on(idence. Under an air of 
thoughtlessness and levUy, she conceals 
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an excellent heart, sukt solidity and 
constancy in her tatste and principles, I 
ovm her also the justice to say that die 
entertains the profoundcst deference fof 
yourself^ and fears nothing so much as 
to displease you : the pre'cious talents 
with which you have enriched her' are 
incessantly present. She regards her- 
self as your work ; andj when she would 
abstain from some actions which she 
does not think right, she says, " No, 
I ought not to do it ; Senor Mendoza 
would not appro ve of rt;-I must not 
spoil his work.*' 

You see that, with these happy dis- 
positions, I have nothing but comfort 
to expect from this amiable child, and 
that it is not to be believed any thing 
can ever tarnish her modesty and in- 
nocence. 

E 3 Adieu, 
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Adieu, Senor; believe that everyday 
J feel more strongly the value of the 
services you render as well as o£ the 
fhendsl^p you bear u$. 



LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 



ESTBVO MBNIK>ZA TO CLARA SARMIBKTA 

D'AVfiYRO. 



Madiid, 28 Se^temkr, 17**. 

I HAVE at length seen and conversed 
with my dear uncle, who is, as I have 
toid you, the most absent man in Spain. 
He came yesterday morning to our ho- 
tel, just as Henriquez and I were taking 
our chocolate. He had with him ano- 
ther Jesuit father, nearly of my own 
age, that is to say of about four or five 
and thirty. We begged them both to 
take their breakfast with us, and they 
cheerfully accepted the invitation. I 
was much pleased with this, because 1 
E 4 thought 
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thought the breakfast would put my 
uncle into good humour, and that the 
attentions and modest ^rt/riW^rf of Hen- 
riquez would inspiie htm with friend- 
ship for that exceffcnt young man. 

Thehi^akfest finished, •* Ah ! father 
Mendoza," said the Jesuit brother/ 
*• y©U will not say moAi to-day.** 

" -^ And why?*' 

" Because you have coma hero 

to breakfast." 



You are right j I had already 



forgotten it. Follies of this kiad befal 
me every day. Yesterday, my dear 
. nephew, I cam« out three tmie^ to see 
you, and three tiines I forgot for what 
reason I had come out. I returne4 
without having done any thing but tra- 
verse 
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^er$e ^ streets, and muse upon the 
comet we expect. See to* what I am 
comcy from having givtn myself up^ 
rnth too much «eal, to the study of the 
twalibematics. I have ilmady been 
obliged to denounce confession and tKe 
chah*, and shaHsoon be obliged to do thd 
same with regard to mass. Young che* 
valie^ ! added he> addressing himself td 
HinriqueZ) learn by my example, to 
regulate- thje most innocent movements 
of your mind. Every passion to which 
we resign the bridle carries us ftirther 
than it should. You are young and 
handsome ; scductbn surrounds you on 
all sides. Your good education and 
your good disposition, will prevent you 
from forming an attachment with any 
but a worthy woman ; but when you 
meet with one in- whom you see all that 
can please a virtuous heart, as innocence, 
modesty, ingenuousness, then you will 
B 5 find 
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find yourself unchained, and, loving the 
image of virtue, you- will fancy that you 
cannot love it too well. Yet, even then, 
you must not suffer yourself to be mas*- 
tered, even by this sympathy itself; for 
this, sympathy itself, praise- wor Ay as it 
is, will bewilder you^ infuriate you^r 
mind, intoxicate you, plunge you into 
follies, and I will not answer that follies 
shall not hurry you into crimes: the 
blind may soon fall into the pit. 

f* This subject, however, continued 
my uncle, addressing himself to Hen- 
rique2, who listened with the greatest 
attention, " this subject may scarcely 
concern you, for you have entered an or- 
der wherein the most pure attachment is 
criminal; and, on my word, if you do 
well, you will become one of our com- 
pany : you will then be sheltered from 
all dangers." 

Henriquez 
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Henriquez who had hitherto behaved 
with seriousness, here burst into laugh- 
ter > and, entering into the question 
myself, *' Good heaven,'^ cried I to my 
uncle, " how your absence again over- 
takes you ! how can you think of ad- 
vising my dear Henriquez to become af 
monk/' 

" Whom do you call a monk, returned 
father M endoza. 1, no moi*e than your 
young friend, am a monk. Monks wear 
hoods and are cloistered. Jesuits do 
not wear hoods and are not eloistere^d. 
This young cavalier is a religious as 
well as I i and, by Saint Ignatius de 
Loyola ! religious for religious, I had 
rather be of the Company of Jesus^than 
of Saint John ; I had rather be a pacific 
religious than an armtd ueligious ; an 
armed religious, which fs an absolute 
monstruosity in a system which com* 
mands the k)ve of our enemies. But^ 
E*6 kt 
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.let us kave this subject ; let u» come 
to the pomt What have you ta do> 
my dear nephew, with the couot de 
Los Tormes?'* 

Seeing that &ther Mendoza was di^ 
posed to enter into that by which I was 
most interested, I drew him aside, and 
begged him to send away the Jesuit he 
had brought with him, because that, 
having to speak most minutely of the' 
count de los Tormes, it was more jhu- 
dent that we should have no witness of 
our conversation. 

" You deceive yourself," rejilied be ; 
" I can no more send him away than I 
can you. Our rule enjoins that we have 
always at our side a companion, who 
shall see all that -we do, and hear all. 
that we say ; whence it results that car 
lumny^ ilourishes but^ little among us. 

The 
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The brother whom I have brought with 
roe k felber Alfonso de ITsola dc Pam- 
pekina, the yoonger son of the cdgnazit^ 
mayor of the lioly inquisition^ who is 
acquainted with most things. I have 
brought him to you in preference to any 
other, because he has the inclination, 
as well as the power to be useful to the 
Aveyros. The count de los Tormes 
-shall know nothing of what we have 
been saying, and should he ever know 
it, should he go so far as to take of- 
fence at it, so much the worse for him*- 
^f: it is certainly allowable inchildrcil 
to enquire after their father, and in the 
friend of that father to promote thehap^ 
piness of the children 2 let us go in." 

We entered, in fine; and each one 
having taken his place, father Mendoza 
thus began : •* To tell you whether 
Don Femand d^Aveyro be dead or alive, 
is wally out of my power, since I assure 

you 
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you upon my honour that I know no^ 
thing of the matter^ I am inclined how- 
ever, with the countess d'Aveyro, to 
believe that he is still in this world s but 
that the moat crying acts Of injustice 
hav9 been committed against him, is 
what I am but too unhappy in being 
able to affirm. 

** The friendly intimacy that Sub- 
sisted between us, is of an early date, 
and first comn>enced within the walls of 
a college : not, however, that we were 
companions there, for an old age of se- 
venty-five would render such an intiv 
macy on my part impossible • but it fell 
to my lot to be the regent of the college^ 
of Burgos, in which he prosecuted alt 
his studies. He was then a youth of 
inconceivable petulance, and did little 
that was commanded with severity, but 
every thing when asked him with soft*. 

ness. 
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ness. As I was perfectly acquainted 
with the bottom of his souI« I fashioned 
him. to whatever shape I thought pro-^ 
per, but at the same time he would ac- 
knowledge only myself for his masterf 
His gratitude to me was not a transitory 
sentiment, and he often gave me proofs 
of his remembrance. We both of us 
kept upa regular correspondence, v^^ich 
was interrupted only by the battle of 
Villaviciosa, and it is there you must be- 
gin to trace him. Su^h as are not per- 
suaded of his death, imagine him to 
have followed the marquis de Leganez 
to the castle of Pampeluna : but as to 
the truth of this . conjecture there is no 
one is so capable of setting us right a$ 
father deTIsola.'^ 

The latter now resumed the discourse, 
and addressed us to the following ef- 
fect 2 " I W2|s certainly at Pampeluna 

at 
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at the vety period in which the maccjuis 
de Leganez. was stiut v^ there. I bad 
often to accortpany one of our fiithers 
TVho was almoner to the citadel^ when 
be went to visit the priisonet $. As Ei- 
ther Mendoza had written me word to 
omrl no opportunity of informmg my^ 
self if the count d' Aveyro were the com^ 
panion in the misfortunes of the mar^ 
quis, I kft no enquiry untried to ascer- 
tain the matter ; but I soletxmly declare, 
that of all the prisoners whom- I saw, 
there was not one that bore any resem- 
blance to the description sent me by 
fether Mendoza. Such as I could see^ 
I interrogated, but no one could inform 
me of the count d'Aveyro. Even the 
marquis de Leganea himself told me 
that he was only acquainted with him 
by eye-sight, and that he could not con- 
ceive how any one should be inclined 
to implicate him in an affair that was 

entirely 
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entirely personal: that he had simply 
said that th'e count, piqued in conse- 
quence of several of his counsels being 
rejected, and, irritated at seeing those 
magnificently rewarded who had ar^ 
dently espoused the party hostile to the 
king, had testified his ill-humouf, and 
spoken with haughtiness to a woman at 
that Time in the greatest sway, and of a 
disposition not easHy ifk:)ni€d fopardan/* 

•* I witt add, that it was easy for me 
to perceiwi whenever the ahnoner Mid 
I paid a visit to the prisoners, thMthera 
vvas one who constantly persisted in re* 
fusmg to be seen. This at least I con« 
jectured from the door of one pArttcu* 
lar dungeon being never opened to us. 
When wc one day took notkc of this to 
the turnkeys, they only made answer, 
that as there was no one confined there, 
it was useless to take the trouble of 

opening 
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Opening it. But notwithstanding this, 
there was a centinal constantly before 
the entrance, and the prisoner who was 
lodged over-head, assured us that he 
was frequently disturbed by a noise un- 
derneath." 

*^ That the marquis de Leganez has 
been carried into France to the castle 
of Vjncennes, is a fact of which no one 
is ignorant. The public prints have 
made no secret of his removal. The 
marquis de Leganez is the subject of 
the king 6f France ; but, the same not 
being the case with respect to the count 
d'Aveyro, it would be highly ridiculous 
to shut him up in that prison also. Hovvr- 
ever, when a mystery of state is in ques- 
tion, every thing becomes possible, and 
who is there that is able to penetrate 
this?" 

« Here» 

DigilizadbyGOOgle 



p'aveyro. 91 

Here, madam, I am obliged to in-r 
terrupt my letter* The recital of what I 
have gathered fix)m these two good fa- 
thers would lead me to too great a 
length, and I should be fearful of mis- 
sing the post. What remains of my 
aiarration I shall reserve for the subject 
of another letter. 



LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 

■ ■ ■ ^. . I 1 f I It sy 

I>I£60 ]>'aV£YRO to HtS BROTHBR, 
HENRIQUEZ d'aVIYRO. 

Castle of Amay a, Sept. ZO, 17**. 
At length am I arrived here, my dear 
Henrlquez, after my return from France* 
I there gave myself out for some 
one else, lest the hatred that has 
pursued our unfortunate father, and 
still continues to pursue him, should 
have followed me. As I do not 
speak Italian ill, and am in some de- 
gree acquainted with music, I passed 
myself at Paris for a musician from 
Rome, and took upon me the name of 
Signor Cantarelli. I gave lessons in 
smging; and this stratagem answered 

the 

Digitized by Google 



the pwpose I wished. I know of no 
ears less calculated for Ibe relish oC 
music than Parisian earst at the same 
time that by a most sicguhr whnn 
'which sjmrpriees every stranger, there is 
jK> people fiK>re pasfitonately addicteil 
to mufiic than the {'arisian people. 
These two circumstances have both ai>- 
swered my purpose mo6t successfully ; 
my manner ^of singing in the Italian 
style, enraptured these good folk, sati- 
ated with the heavy and majestic mu- 
sic i)f Rameau. Had I remained Umg^ 
MTHuig them, I m'^ht have brought a- 
bout a revolution in the musical art, I 
was sought after and weU received in 
tifie best companies, and became sin^ 
ing-master to the finest ladies^ and to 
the most haodsome young misses. The 
Jady of the governor of the Castle of Vij^- 
cennes had her turn, and wished also 
to have her Italian' lesson. This wa$ 
what I desired. I endeavomed to tes- 
tify 
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tify the greatest zeaL My assiduity, 
and excessive civility quite charmed her. 
I at length commenced gallant, to the 
great surprise of this good lady, who 
was foolish enough to suppose, that 
what the French term gallantry, was 
known only in Prance. My •care, my 
solicitude to be agreeable to her in every 
thing, inspired her at last with such an 
idea of her Italian singing-master, that 
she spoke of him every where with en- 
thusiasm, to her husband, to persons 
abroad, and to the prisoners. Like all 
his countrymen, the Marquis de Legar 
nez was struck with this musico-mania. 
Hearing my pupil incessantly speaking 
x>f Signor Cantarelli, he intreated her 
leave to be permitted to hear me. To 
this the lady consented, and asked me 
to have the complaisance to perform be- 
fore one of the prisoners. At the same 
tim^ she made use of his name, atid 
you may well imagine that such a pro- 
1 position 
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position transported me with joy. I 
answered that^ to please ber, I would 
sing before the prisoner's often as she 
gave me orders. 

The first time that I found myself in 
the presence of the Marquis, he took 
me, in reality, for a virtuoso : but so 
great was his ecstasy at my concetti^ that 
he intreated the governor's lady not to 
confine him to this first favour, but to 
allow him to hear me occasionally. The 
good creature, quite proud of having this 
praise bestowed upon her taste for music, 
which had led her to single out such 
a musician from the tribe that swarmed 
in Paris, agreed to comply with the pri- 
soner's wish. 

. At ray second visit, which was still 
attended by the watchful lady, I gave 
out that I was going to sing a Tuscan 
cantata, because, being a Roman, I 

wished 
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wished to pfoctire them the pleasure of 
hearing la linguu Tuscarui in bocca Ro*^ 
wana: but iMtead of a Tuscan caatft* 
ta^ I sung one in good intelligible SjNb- 
nish. The governor's lady, who un- 
denitands the one language no niore 
disn'tbe other. Imagined that I reallj 
Gung in Italian, which she admired as 
excessively majestic^ 

Whoevw IS Ainacquaintcd with the 
French, would be inclined to look up- 
on this adventure as a mere fable. Tht 
truth is, that in France a few scholars 
team merely I^atin, which is entirely 
forbidden the ladies, and among the 
fiormer description there are a very few 
who apply themselves to Greek ; but 
the learned as well as the ignorant, are 
too proud to mak-e themselves ac- 
quainted with the living tongues. 

To return, however, to my story, I 

declared 
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declared in plain Spanish to the Mar-^ 
quis, who understood it tokrably, from 
his residence ampng us, that I was not 
an Italian singer, but a Spanish noble- 
man, and that the happiness of my life 
depended on his suffering me to have a 
private conversation with him. At 
this declaration the Marquis seemed at 
first astonished ; he eyed me stedfastly, 
and hesitated for some time, on the 
conduct he should pursue. Not yet ac- 
quainted with my name, he was doubtn 
kssly afraid that I might be an emissary 
sent by his enemies, who had employed 
me to throw some snare in his way. 
The unfortunate are mistrustful, and I 
did not condemn his fears. I suffered 
him to continue in his reverie, and go- 
ing on with my song, I tried to inspire 
him with confidence protesting that my 
name alone would deliver him from all 
his perplexity. Curiosity, ^ now, doubt- 
lessly prevailed over every other motive ; 

VOL. 1 F 
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he cast a glance at me ; atrd, with a 
nod pf his head, made me a sign, by 
no means equivocal, of his wishing to be 
informed who I was. 

The great diificalty COftsJtfed iri ob- 
taining^ from the jgoivfemor^s lidy ptertnis* 
sion to be left with hitn alorte. I sei^-e^ 
a^ occasion which c6uld ei^cite no su^ 
picion. In one corner 6f the lipart* 
ihent thfere chanced to b^ standing a 
vtry fine harpsichord, ^hd I drew near 
to it as if to play a tune. Iq an instant 
I put it entirely out of 6rder, and I 
then be^n to t:ompfe?n 6f its bad con- 
dition, which made it iftrpossible t6 
produce tvcti a couple of notes. At 
this tWe lady seemed troubled, and told 
ine that the Marquis cotild rtanage i* 
^ \^e\\ as to afford her great pleastire in 
hearing Wnr. Upon this, I oflfer^d td 
repair the irtstmment m such a perfect 
manner, tbat for a bitg time there 

would 
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trcmM be Kttle datuger of it« gelling out 
^f tone. To this proposal she consented, 
aiid I fixed upcin the morning of the 
following day for my undertaking, not 
^ling to observe that it would take me 
up a foU botrr. The next day, I repaif- 
-td betifnes to the Castle, where I found 
tbfe gbvernor, his wife, and the whole 
family Bd totally employed in other bu- 
^ess, that no one was in uch inclined 
to seek for a remedy against languor, 
in listening to a harpsichord, tuning in 
the prisoner's trhamben The governor . 
proposed to let me enter unattended, 
provided I was willing to be searched. 
As in this respect I had each time taken 
the most prudent precautions, I made 
no difficulty in acceding to his proposal. 
When thfe examination was at an end, 
a turnkey accompanied me to the Mar- 
quis's chamber, ^hich he opened, and 
pushed me brutally into it^ closing it 
^galh as 'brutally. 

1? 2 As 
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As soon as I was in the presence of 
the Marquis, " Do you know," said I, 
" Don Fernand d'Aveyro? I am his son/'" 

** Just heaven !" exclaimed Legatr 
nez," you the son of the unfortunate 
Fernand !" What is become of your unr 
happy father?" What," cried I in my 
turn, " you ask me for news of my fa- 
ther, and it is I who come to ask the 
same question of you." 

'* But how am I to know that you 
are really the son of Fernand, since I 
never saw you in that character ?" 

" Can you suspect me then^?" 

" Certainly, I can, for I have been 
«o cruelly deceived, that every suspi- 
cion may be allowed me." 

•* But I tell you that I am the son of 
5 Fernand, 
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F^mand, and* I deeferd' ?t"*bn myfio- 



nour." 



'* If you are the son of Fernand, you 
must doubtless be a man of honour, 
but once more what proof have I that 
you are so ? What paper ?" 

•' They search at your door, and it is 
of importance to me to be concealed : 
how then x:an you ask me for papers ^*' 

'* Jiear qrie : it is possible that yoa are 
the son of Fernand : for though 1 have 
no proof that you are, neither have I 
any that yoii are not. Be contented 
then with informing me candidly what 
you want with me, but forbear to 
ask any explanations with respect to 
what regards me personally : for I too 
have my honour, and by thdt honour 
I swear that I will make no answer to 
, F 3 aby 
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any thing ttigt taaysmiply concern my- 

:5elf;?^::•,s- : .. ' , 

** That is to say, Maiquis, that you 
are still in doubt whether I fim an inv- 
postor, or not. The respect which I 
bear your misfortunes, stops my »QUtb^ 
and hinders me from telling you how 
upon any other ocoision I would re- 
sent so injurious a mistrust ; but Jet u$ 
come to the point: since the timo i4 
precious, let. u§ not waste it, on your 
part tn asking tetthnonies which I aiu 
unable tp produce, and on mine . in 
making idle apj^logies. I only atfsk you 
to inform me, if in your power, what 
is become of my father. Let me ob» 
s^rve to you that your answer to sudi a 
question can in no manner expose you, 
and that I put it to you because a re- 
port has gone about that Don Fernand, 
who has disappeared, and whose body 

has 
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has not been ibund among the dead. In 
the field of battle, was shut up with 
you in the castk of Pampeluna.'^ 

^' Listen to me ; what I am going 
to say I am ready to af&rm with an oath 
before any judge whatever, and Ibe- 
lie ve with all my soul in the sanctity of 
an oath. I have heard the bravery, the 
fidelity and thedisinterestedness of Don 
Fernand much boasted of in the army. 
These were virtues that his very ene- 
mies allowed him, but they added like- 
wise, ^t he was haughty, overbear- 
ing, and too much Jnclined to set a high 
value on his services. So ^vourably 
was I prepossessed in his behalf, that I 
sought every opportunity of attaching 
myself to him, without being so for- 
tunate as- to find the smallest occasion. 
Three times I met him ajt the generals', 
and it was then only that we saw each 
F 4 other. 
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Other, in the presence of the officers 
ihat filled the general's tent. Certain 
obliging expressions, the mere language 
of politeness which might l)e supposed 
"to be used with persons who haye little 
.knowledge of each' other, made up ail 
the conversation that ever passed be- 
tween him and me." 

" Without having the smallest sus- 
picion that I was to be arrested, I knew 
some days before that event, that it was 
to happen to Don Femand. ' I ima- 
•gined that his name, his personal qua* 
lilies, artd the esteem with which he in- 
spired me for him, imposed upon me 
an obligation of advertising him of .the 
menacing danger, so that H^ might ei- 
ther defeat the schemes of his enemies, 
or place himself beyond their reach. I 
therefore, dispatched a messenger upon 
whose fidelity I could rely to inform 

him 
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bim of what I had learned, and he re- 
turned me by the same hand an answer, 
of which I can show you#the original.** 

The marquis then opened the drawer 
of his wriling-desk, and taking from it' 
'la large port-foJio, he turned it over 
while he thus continued to speak : 

" Be not surprised, signor^that I have 
this in my possession, as well as other 
papers that I mean to show you. This 
justice I owe to the Spanish governor, 
as well as to the j^rench, that they have 
both allowed me to retain whatever I 
have wished, affording means for my . 
justification. They have suffered mje 
to keep them all in this port-folio, and 
J take care to have them constantly with 
me. Here is the note in question. If 
you be really the son of Don Fernand,as 
I suppose you to be, you will find 
I 5 no 
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no difficnlty in recognizing liis hand- 
writing.*' 

r Ah! certainly/* said I, '' I shall 
recognize his tvand-writing. This note 
was written by him. As it is short, 
will you allow me to take a copy/* 

This he suffered me to do without 
making any difficulty, observing, that 
no inconvenience <;ould result from his 
showing it to me, since others might 
see it without danger asvrellas myself: 
that if compdied, he was ' determined 
to have it printed, besides every other 
paper that could tend to his justifi- 
cation. 

The copy of this note I send to you, 
my dear Henriquez, such as it was ad* 
dressed to the marquis de Leganez. 
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*' J thanlc you^ sigpor, for the kind* 
pess of your advice. Yo}ix conduct 
yvith respect to npie is sp much the more 
generqu^, as J, have not the honour of 
helfig l^oQwn to you. Be assured thaf 
jthey lifiill mot arrest me ; be assured tha|: 
il^iey^are not. Woe to the villains thajt 
ii^ould ni^e ^uph an attempt ! the most 
(if^^ veageapce ly.ould not fi^il to 

Signed^ fernand d'av^yro.** 

Qtf^ ^IjqmJni; thi^ note to the nwrquis 
lie ^d jto xx^, " Yqu have read jt. J 
infill ^cop)t«w»e jxjty hiatory, which I have 
l^ot rela^e4 entirely. I ^m going now 
to inform you of what will not fail to 
excite your surprise. 

^ It ^ems that Femmid did not en^* 

jfeirely neglect the advice he had received, 

and that he endeavoured to learn from 

F 6 what 
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what quarter the blow against him was 
intended to be directed. He sifted arid 
examined all the spies that came in his 
way. One of these fellows, who was 
the bearer of a very singular letter, had 
the generosity to put it into my hands^ 
because he found it concerned me in 
some degree. This letter makes a part 
of my justification, and there is no harm 
in your taking a copy of it, as of the 
former," 

This I send you, my dear Henriquez, 
that by it you may forn^ an idea of the 
perversity of our enemies, and that you 
may be on your guard against them, in 
the country where you now are. 

This letter is addressed to the mar- 
quis de Montelirios, with whom I have 
no acquaintance, and concerning whom 

it 



d by Google. 



I>*AVEYllO* 10§ 

it Will be well to collect infbrniatioiu 
The following is its general purports 

" We are now come, my friend, to 
the final conclusion. None of my fiu- 
therms requests have b?en denied. The 
place, the important place is going to 
surrender to the king without striking 
a blow. " Clara will be yours, and my 
haughty enemies are going to be con^ 
founded. The proud, the insolent Fer- 
nand will yield in his turn ; from being 
the leader of the royal troops, he will 
rbecome the chief of a gang of robbers ; 
he win not escape the fate 1 design 
him. All my measures are taken ; and, 
as I have a father to revenge, every 
thing is allowed. me. He has entangled 
.himself in the snate in which I take 
:him. He acted the master, and the 
king himself wi^s nothing more than his 
first subject. It is said that he has a 

son 
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son of my own ago, but let Mm Uks 
cart ho]¥ he faUs ip my way. Sbojul^ 
every other means fail me I will have 
recourse to my sword. Net that his 
blood can wash away the many affi'oots 
with which the detestable race of the 
Aveyrc^ have Ipng tarni^ed my anr 
cestors. My vengeance begins at the 
Tery moment wbereia I write. Some 
^rsonshare been already arrested. The 
marquis de Leganez with whom I have 
po acquaintance, and in whom I am oo 
way interested, is intended to be ide* 
Gained, if he is not so already. Public 
Tumour mshes to m^ake Fernand his ac- 
.compfice, akhoogh perhaps he hasne^ 
ver seen liim, and this very rumour is 
.of too miKh service to me,, not to give 
credit to it, as far as is in iny power. 
Farewell, be assured of the constant 
fidelity of your zealous fnend 

GUSMA^ I>£ I.OS TORMES.'^ 

You 
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You may iea^ily imagine my despair 
^n reading *his ajbomiimbte fetter. My 
$t of passion was terrible, ^qqe It af- 
frighted ^vw JL^aoez. I threw out 
vollies of impr^atix^ns against the rpkr 
creaut Gasman* Legan^z took pity on 
me : he sprung upon my neck ; and, 
folding me affectionately in hk s^ms, 
while the tears stood in his eyes, " Ye^?, 
in your transports," s^d he, " I know 
you to be the son of the unfortunate 
Fcrijiand/ May heaven reward your 
filial piety. Before you ^ink of ven- 
geance, attempt to find oijityour fcitbcr. 
fie calm, be collected. A^ you ar^ 
young, adversity will not always mark 
out your foot-steps, you will see better 
day^. J'or pity's sake, dp not let my 
jailor see you in this condition. Rather 
kay^ n^, I have nothing more to i^- 
feirm you with respect to your father* 
thaa ^hat I have already told yo¥. 

Take 
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Take along with you the two copies 
that concern you. Should they exa- 
mine you at the door, you have no rea- 
son to be uneasy ; you need only say 
that they are papers which you have 
undertaken to carry to my attorney."'- 

, " Yes/' returned I, <* I shall set 

, out to-morrow in quest of this monster ; 

but as for you, Sir, could I be :- ?*' 

•* I understand you,'' rejoined he, 
** but I will expose no person, neither 
will I quit this prison but in the garb 
ofinnocence/' 

At this instant we heard the lock of 

the prison dbor fly back : the jailor ' 

made his appearance, and asked me if I 

'had completed my job ? As the injury 

done the harpsichord the evening be- 

-fore, was only the affair of an instant to 

set 
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set It to rights,. I answered withcfut fear 
of detection, that the instrument was 
now perfectly in tune. I then left the 
marquis, with an oppression of heart, 
resulting from the manner in which I 
was compelled to leave him, and from 
the probability of the misfortunes that 
awaited myself. 

• On my leaving the governor's I was 
not searched, and repairing in haste to 
my lodgings, I desired Francisco to hire 
post-horses, and instantly to pack up 
our portmanteaus. The following morn- 
ing, I wrotiB to the governor's lady that 
domestic business called me tineypect* 
edly to Rome, and having scaled up 
my letter, I set out for Paris in a post* 
chaise. 

The roads in France are excellent, 
but that ^which leads to Sierra de San 

Adrian^ 
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j^drian, ^3 well as the way that £ices 
you on leaving these dreadfiU mouDtatos, 
is most horrible. Night and day, it 
is iefe^ed with robbers, who spread 
tiiemselves in gaugs, which it is difficult 
wholly to escape. Although Francisco 
and I were well arnied, and were nei^ 
ther of us destitute of courage, yet we 
were more than once exposed to the 
most imminent danger. At last, how* 
CTer, I Ibun^ it expedient to hire a ban<» 
dittt of my own^ which, although they 
forced me to pay largely for my escort^ 
were the means of pi^erving my life^ 
The offic^&r who commanded tbem^ 
<emD«d a well bred man, and oaa 
whose conversation was a great relief tcK 
me. Expressing my surprise at ^eing 
thes^ legions of banditti, he answered, 
that he .could not have supposed that 
^uch W0Uld be s^ea in Spain, but that 
this was io sop^ measure one of the iai- 

evitable 
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evitable coraequeoces of the late civil 
war : that the peace which fialtowcd it, 
with the c^au$te4 atatie of the fioances» 
and the necessity of rewarding a great 
number of traitors, had compelkd the 
government to disband large bodies of 
their troops, and of course malce a great 
many dissatisfied. It was easy to per- 
ceive, he said, that these banditti were 
iaily recruited by soldier^ who were no 
kmger suffered to exercise their profest 
ticn, and by people who finding theii 
expectations disappointed in the high 
price they had tet upon their own stsih 
irices, yiehiad themselves up to the hut 
erce&set of despnur and raige. Hfiit 
brave feilew added that the scourge of 
which I complained, extended its rai- 
vages still farther in the kingdom of 
the two Sicilies ; that the environs of 
Naples were infested with rob^bers, who 
every vvhere jspread ^larm and disqui- 

etude. 
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etude, and that these wretches assembled 
in acavern either of the summit ofmoont 
Pausilipo, or on its sides, but the exact 
place of which 'it was impossible to 
discover. 

When I asked him how he was so 
well acquainted with these particulars, 
he*answered me that he received bis in- 
formation from himself; that havinjg 
been sent to Naples to escbtt some pri? 
soners sent thither by government, he 
v^as ordered to march against one of 
these hordes with a company of light 
horsemen ; having had a skirmish witb 
them in a defile, he escaped with di^ 
ficulty with the one half of his men, and 
that of the remainder he had never been 
able to obtain any tidings ; he said that 
even whole regiments were not more 
successful ; that many soldiers, and even 
officers had disappeared s and^ in fine, 

that 
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that what struck the government with 
real alarn)^ was, that among these aban- 
doned people there were certain per^ 
sons of distinction, who to the greatest 
bravery joined the most consummate 
experience. ^ 

" But why not make them prisoners?*' 
said I. 

, *' The order given those sent against 
them," answered he, *^ is to try to 
seize one or two of them at least, whoni 
the hope of recompence, or the fear of 
torture, might induce to discover the 
place of retreat; but I protest that on 
my leaving Naples, they had not suc- 
ceeded in falling in successfully with 
any one of them either alive, or dead/' 

I then took upon me to ask this offi- 
cer whether he were acquainted with the 
names of the prisoners whom he had 
escorted.' Promising to keep them pro- 
foundly 

V^ • Digitized by Google 
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ItMindly secret ifhc wotrWTiavefte klftidK 
Tiess to mention t^erti to ufre, hie an* 
«Mr*red that he hoped I would itbtask 
to break his oath of being silent tth thstt 
head, adding that he sti^^sed iHe a 
man of too much honour to press hirrt 
in that instance : and this he said in 
such a toiW that I dM not dare to insist 
farther. 

His recital, hoWeVer^ ha^ awakened 
presentiments in my bosarti, accompa- 
hied too with reflections ^hich 1 can- 
ttt>t wdl unfold. At afl events, my 
dear Henrrque'z, I am returned. We 
^hall now ddibenate opotr the ^hote to- 
gether, and Senor Gtrsman must tellu^ 
all he knows. It is my 'mothet's c^pr- 
nion, that m order to force hitft to att 
explanation, we must wait until all the 
documents from faAet Mendo^i shall 
have afrrhred, 1 obey sinde obedJfertte 

* ii 
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h necessary ; imt do you, on y^ur part^ 
hasten these documents, and come to 
us as soon as possible. Let me enjoy 
your company for some days before you 
return to Malta. 

But what do I find, my dear brother, 
on my arrival here ? Poor Amelia com- 
plaining bitterly of what she calls the 
insolence of her lover ; and he himself, 
notwithstanding liis vow of chastity, 
fallen desperately in love. The whole 
together enereasea the disquietude of 
my mother. 

Ratziofskoy goes farther, and says 
that you are. my rival, for you are in 
love with Clara. You love the daugh- 
ter of de los Tormes ! I the rival of him 
that should, love her ! No, no, Hen- 
rlquez, eternal and deadly war to that 
detestable race. Our vengeance we de- 
' ' lay 

2 
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lay in compliance ^o my mother, but 
we delay it only that the blow may be 
the surer. Farewell. 



LETTER' 
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LETTER VIII. 



VEKCESLAS RATZiaFSKOY TO HENRI- 
QUEZ d'aVEYRO. 

Castkof Amcya, 30 Sejitemher, 17**. 

Y ES, my dear Henriquez, I do love, 
your sister ; and although I should as- 
sure her of it plainly, yet I know why 
the word love should fill her with so 
many fears, should throw your mother 
too into such reveries, and make your 
brother so very thoughtful. And which 
part do you take? That, no doubt, of 
friendship and good- sense. Nothing is 
in my way but itiy unfortunate vows, 
as if these indeed had a right to bind, 
when ma^e under the mental reserva- 
voi,-. I. o tio'i 
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tion of observing them only while their 
observance is not painful. But ought a 
man, or can a mai^, enchain his own li- 
berty ? If vows are a divine institution, 
marriage is so also, and what we may 
advance with certainty is, that men 
married before they thought of making 
themselves monks, hooded or unhooded. 
This is a matter in which I am as well 
versed as your bachelors of Salamanca* 
and your theologians of the holy inqui- 
sition. These fellows, in truth go so 
far out of their way of reason^ and na- 
ture, that no one is able to follow them 
through their own intricate paths. As 
to my birth, it is so noble that the 
daughter of a king would not be dis* 
graced by my alliance. My grand- 
father was duke of Lithuania, and one 
of our ancestors has been seated on the 
throne of Poland. This, I thijik, h 
well worth the nobility of your rejas 

chrisiianosy 
5 
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diristian^^ and even that of your gran- 
dees of the first orden My disputes 
with John: SoWeskoy, the reigning so- 
vereign> proceed entirely from my hav* 
ing been at the head of a party which 
preferred one of my own relations to 
himself. Thus you see^ that had I car- 
ried my point, I should this day be in 
Pi^land^what is called in France, a 
prince of the blood. As fortune has 
declared for him, he makes a rigorous 
tise of her favour with respect to me. 
To escape from the sword that hurfg 
over my head, I left jny country as an 
exile ; I wandered a stranger in a fo- 
reign land ; but this, although W be ad- 
versity, takes nothing away from the il- 
lustriousness of a name. With respect 
to birth, then, I do not fear to degrade 
the woman with whom I should be 
united in marriage. 

G 2 Let 
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Let us now speak of my fortune : it 
is not, I allow, very brilliant at pre- 
sent, but the present will not last for 
ever. My eldest brother is dead; I 
have no sister ; I am the only heir to 
my father's immense fortune, and he 
cannot live eternally : he is now ar- 
rived at his seventieth year, and death, 
in a^^ort time, must put me in posses* 
sion of all that he takes from him. It 
is strange, indeed, and even scandalous, 
that my father, out of so much wealth, 
should not allow me more than is suffi- 
cient for a younger son. Is it hard then, 
that I should have contracted debts? or 
whose is tbe fault, but my father's ^ Is 
it not likewise contrary to nature, that 
far from soliciting my return from exile, 
he should try to prolong the tedious pe- 
riod of its continuance ? Yet this very 
parent made an idol of my brother, at 
the same time that he could not endure 

my 
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my presence. Heaven, however, has 
vindicated my wrongs, in depriving 
him of this object of his doating 
affections. But, cavilling apart, let us 
come to a conclusion. My name and 
my fortune, you see, have nothing in 
them to make you blush in calling me 
your brother ; and my vows, as far as I 
can guess, are not a proper obstacle* 
The mere argument that it belongs to 
me alone to transmit the name I bear, 
is a sufficient inducement for me to 
break them. - Amelia shall be mine ; 
Amelia must be mine. Do not think, 
Henriquez, that, were you to refuse her 
to me, I would not nuarrel with you jl 
would quarrel, on her account, with 
all Spain and all Poland put together. 
Yes, if it came to that, I would make 
myself a mussulman for her sake. The 
names of apostate and renegado are 
only bugbears to frighten weak minds^^ 
G 3 and 
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and that kind of disgrace that attends a 
change of religion is an absurdity ; for 
when a man finds himself unesisy in one 
persuasion, why not set himself at ease 
by having recourse to another ? 

What do you say to all this, my dear 
Henriqucz ? But I do not much require 
your answer, since I guess it before- 
hand. You feel a compassion for suf- 
ferings that are common . to yourself, 
for you are not less deeply in love than 
I. Of this, your letter does not leave 
me the smallest doubt. You speak of 
Clara in the style of an impassioned 
lover ; her image is in the bottom of 
your heart, and is likely to remain there; 
, for this I tell ycfu, that it will be im- 
possible to eraze it. Do not attempt 
such a thing, but rather try to put your- 
self in possession of the original; Your 
brother swears that he will ha.vc nothing 

tb 
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to do whh ber : were he inclined to the 
contrary, you ought not still to be un- 
easy 5 he does not stand the foremost in 
date, and love is not acquainted with 
.the right , of primogeniture. 

This is a truth that will doubtlessly 
strike you; and, since we both happen 
td march in the same line, we may both 
Wfiite our etydeavours to arrive at the 
same end ; that is to say, you to get 
possession of Clara, and I of my Ame- 
lia. Nothing, I assure you, is more 
easy. To effect this double union, I 
know of an infallible method, and to 
put it in execution, it is only necessary 
to will it : but, to will and to execute 
we must lay aside our scruples. Before 
proposing it to you, I will wait until 
your brain be matured by the good 
lectures, and particularly by the love 
with which your divinity has inspired 
you. 

G 4 Here 
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Here, we are all in a pretty way : I 
was so far toward the conclufion of a 
long letter, when in came your mother 
to my chamber; and preached me a 
long sermon.on my vow of chastity and 
the sacred rights of hospitality, together 
with the respect that was due to the in- 
nocence and repose of Amelia. The 
daughter, on her part, cried at one 
time, and laughed at another; while 
she now sighed after a convent, and 
again shuddered at the mere idea of it. 
Your brother thinks of nothing but Pam- 
peluna, Naples, Mount Pausilypo, the 
robbers, or Gusman : he thinks of 
nothing but of killing all before him. 
How strangely men are formed ! they 
pass. their whole lives in agitation and 
restlessness, merely to wander out of 
the only way that can lead to hap- 
piness. 

Do 
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Dp not follow the beaten track, my 
dear friend ; you will be happy as soon 
as you choose to be so; and for this you 
only require a little more courage, with- 
out following the directions of any one, 
except of yourself and me. Throw 
aside the leading-strings of infancy, 
which it is shameful for years Kke yours 
to carry; nor is it less disgraceful to be 
under the guidance of a Mentor. Men- 
doza, with all his knowledge, and all 
his great qualities, can do no more than 
encrease your timidity, while you your- 
self make no attempt to fly with your 
own wings. Farewell, continue to be 
my friend, as I shall always be yours^ 



o 5 LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 



AMELIA d'aVEYRO TO HER BR/OTHER, 
HENRIQUEZ P*AVEYRO. 



Castle of Amaya^ Oct. 1, 17**. 

kWNCE your arrival in the great and 
fine city of Madrid, you have not once 
favoured me, my dear Henriquez, with 
a single letter. Your affairs, perhaps, 
will not allow you to bestow a thought 
upon your own Amelia. But as I have 
no employment on my hands, except 
that of pursuing the plan of study laid' 
down for me by my excellent friend 
Mendoza, I of course have time to 
write, if my letters be not disagreeable 
to you. Besides, Senor Mendoza says, 

that 
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that I ought to practise much the epis- 
tolary art. Your absence is a very na- 
lural reason why I should follow his ad- 
vice 3 and the strange things that take 
place here supply me whh abundance 
of matter. Diego, since his return* 
talks of fighting Gusnrran, and although 
we persist in assuring him that, were 
Gusman killed, our situation would 
perhaps be only the worse, his con- 
stant answer 15, that the world would 
find its advantage in making war upon 
all villains. Your friend sometimes 
jokingly tells him, that the sight of 
Clara will soften him, but he replies, 
that Clara being of the family of the 
los Tormes, she must be detestable. 

This, however, makes my mother 

very uileasy : she tries to represent to 

Diego, that before adopting any serious 

measure, it is necessary to learil the 

G 6 condition 
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condition of my fether ; that a duel with 
Gusman would be attended with the 
most fatal consequences, since the los 
Tormes are at present honoured with 
the confidence of the King, who would 
never pardon the d'Aveyros for the 
death of Gusman . If on the contrary, 
says she to my brother, you happen to 
be worsted, Henriquez must necessa- 
rily take up your cause. So that de- 
prived as I now am of your father, this 
resolution of yours, if followed, might 
deprive me still further of two of my 
children. How then can you listen to 
a suggestion that offers such gloomy 
chances? Rather confide this serious 
matter to the wisdom of Mendoza, our 
common friend, and to the justice of 
the king. 

. My brother yields with difficulty to 

this reasoning, and we incessantly la- 

1 hour 



d by Google 



o'aveyro. 138 

boar under the apprehension that he^ 
will suddenly abandon us to go in quest 
of Gusman. Do, then, beseech your 
friend Mendoza to find out some me- 
thod of moderatbg Diego's impetuosity, 
and of consoling the mind of my mother, 
who is wretched from the remembrance 
of the past, and from the fears of the 
future. Were you to surprise her some- 
times, as I do, watering my father's mi- 
niature with her tears, you could not 
stand the sight. For my own part, I 
know not what kind of comfort to offer 
her. Sometimes the idea strikes me of 
seeking . shelter in a convent, that the 
care of my subsistence may bang the 
less both upon her and you s but this, 
she says, is a doleful expedient, and 
that at the time in which she runs a 
risque of being separated from her two 
sonsj it is more necessary than ever that 
her daughter should be near her. Were 

- she 
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she cut otf, she says, from the society 
of her thfee children together, she 
would prefer the grave itself to such 
a dismal solitude. 

As she was talking thus the other day, 
in the presence of your friend and Di- 
ego, " The true reason why you speak 
thus, senora,*' said Ratziofskoy, is, that 
you are fonder of Amelia than of her 
two brothers. — " Yes, senor,',' returned 
she without hesitation, " I am fonder 
of Amelia than oFeither of her brothers ; 
and, as long as my husband continues 
to be absent, I will not cease to give her 
the prefetence in my affections, because 
of all my three children, Amelia is the 
one that most resembles her father/* 
My brother then rose up, and throw- 
ing himself at her knees, while he took 
hold of one of her hands, " Your hus- 
band, Madam, will be restored.to you, 

be 
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be assiared of it/* said he ; " but as long 
as we fw^sess not the happioess of hav- 
ing him among us, preserve always the 
same preference of tenderness for my 
sister. Perdition to Henriquez and to 
myself, . if ever we feel any jealousy on 
account of Amelia ; the more you shall 
cherish her, the dearer she will be to 
us. Let her be your consolation in ad- 
versity, and an increase to your happi- 
ness when better days shall arrive.'* 

My brother then rose, and I ran to 
embrace him. When I attempted to ex- 
press my gratitude L was at a loss for 
words, and only bedewed his face with 
my tears. *^ My dear Amelia," said 
he, ** how is it possible we should not • 
love you, since you engage all the ten- 
derness and affection of the best of mo- 
thers.'* " My darling children," cried 
my mother, in her turn, with the tears 

standing 
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standing in her eyes, ^ may all who 
know you, but cherish you as 1 do :*' 
then turning to your friend, " you see Se- 
nor," she observed, " were I happy 
as a wife, my lot as a mother might be 
enviable." 

Ratziofskoy agreed to it, but soon 
sunk back again to his wonted trifling ; 
for in truth, my dear Henriquez, he gets 
beyond all bounds. My mother's letter 
may have informed you of his imper- 
tinence with respect to me. Well then, 
he goes on yet in the very same strain, 
he puts my brother entirely out of pa- 
tience, and were he not looked upon as 
your friend, Diego, who is not patient. 
Would already have manifested his re- 
sentment. 

As to what concerns us all in com- 
mon, he says that it is our own fault if 

we 
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we arc wretched; that we have not 
enough of resolution, but ought to cut 
ofFGusman's ears; and if that did not 
do, to ciit off Rodrigo's likewise ; that 
supposing it came to the King's ears^ 
and he made a noise about the matter^ 
it would not be hard to escape to Tur- 
key, and carry off Clara who should be 
the property of him that was most dis- 
posed to have hen Did ever any one 
hear su6h nonsense ? When you have 
nothing better to do, let me know how 
you are going on. 

Theresa desires to be affectionately 
remembered to you. I feel a great re- 
lief in being with her, and in teaching 
her all that the good Mendozahas taught 
me. In doing so, I plainly perceive 
that it is the very best way of instructing 
one's self. My little pupil draws con- 
siderable advantage from my lessons, 

and 
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and my mother says that though sh« is 
not yet more than twelve she has as 
much sense as I have. 

Be sure you mention me kindly to 
Mendoza, and teU hkn that I ha^e al- 
jeady made ;such a proficiency m 
French, as to be able to t^'anslstte the 
pastoral of Madame Deshoulierei^ cfn 
Sheep. 

Farewell, my dear HenriquM^ love 
your sister Amelia as she. loves you* 
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SECOND PART. 



LETTER 1. 



GLARA SARMIENTA D AVEYRO TO 
ESTEVE MEKiDOZA. 

Castle of Amaya^ 2 October^ 17**. 

SeNOR RATZIOFSKOY is certainly 

an adventurer. You have judged him 
too carelessly. I wait wiih great im- 
patience the arrival of the mformatton 
you will procure from the Polish embas- 
sador. Meanwhile, here is a conver- 
sation word for word, as it passed be- 
tween us in the arbour by the side of 
the cascade, where I had prayed him to 
give me his company for an hour. 

« This 
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** This place,'* said he, when we 
were seated, ** is exceedingly charm- 
ing : the noise of these waters, the 
transparence of this little river, the song 
df the birds concealed in the foliage, the 
azure sky, the majestic sun, purpling 
the vineyards on the sides of the hills 
that bound the prospect, all is ravishing^ 
You possess, senora, a most magnificent 
estate. 

^* I thought it so while I possessed 
my husband ; that since his absence it 
pleased me no more than I should be 
pleased by any other place : shoyld he 
return, I confess that there is no jfpot 
upon the earth I should prefer to this : 
in other respects^ it is trifling ; and when 
this estate shall be divided between my 
three children, it will leave them little 
removed from indigence. 



I 
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*^ I acknowledge that your 

Amelia will not carry a very large dowry 
to her husband ; but there is a remedy 
for this inconvenience." 

'' What is it?" 



** — — It is ^o give her to a very rich 
cavalier 5 one who, content with the 
advantages she derives from nature, 
shall not look for those of which she has 
been deprived by fortune : accept me, 
senora, for example ^ me, an only son, 
the heir of a fortune almost incalcula- 
ble." 

** You come directly to the 

point, Senor. You spare me the embar- 
rassment of circumlocution ; and it was 
precisely for the purpose of speaking of 
my daughter that I requested this con- 
versation." 
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" I rejoice, senora; you have doubt- 
lessly r:eqiiested it in order to tell me 
that you consent ta iny union with 
Amelia?" 

** It was to tell you precisely the con- 
trary, that I sought a conversation with 
you. I raise no doubt on what you say 
relatively to your birth and fortune ; but 
consider, Senor, that, m a case oi this 
nature, my consent ife of little value : it 
is principally the consent of Amelia's 
father that you need/' 

'' Of Amelia's father I 

if , Why not ? Why does this 

surprize you ? How long has it been 
customary for a daughter to marry with- 
out the consent of her father ?" 

** — ^ But you do not mean to send 

me" 
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me to the Greek calends.^ You 
know J* 

** •-«— I know^ unfortunately; all, 
*aod mOPe than you can tell me. For 
mercy, cojosider that I am a wife, 
^nd. the most unforfunate of wives, and 
that I love my husband i and be feai^ 
of awakening ideas by which you know 
I must suffer infinitely." 

*^ Be it so, senpra ; be; a prey to sen- 
sibility and afflictions ; I will not seejc 
to render you otherwise j but at least 
reflect that we must view with some 
calmness th^ bjows of fortune, and as- 
sume suflicient fortitude to ^ discover 
what pi(rt it; be pwper to take, should 
we fall under the Worst." 

• 
** — ^Explain yourself/ 

•* The 



d^ Google 



144 d'aveyro. 

** — — The thing is ckar. If Don 
Feraand be dead ." 

" If he be dead, Senor ! — Have 

you pronounced that dreadful word? 
Against your wish, perhaps, it has yet 
left me strength enough to tell you that, 
the thing being yet only a conjecture, 
I shall not adopt that part which, ac- 
cording to yourself, I ought to take only 
when fortune has struck her last blow. 
While it is yet uncertain that she has 
struck it, would it be rational to con- 
duct myself as if she absolutely had ?" 

** ■ You reason to perfefction, 

senora ; but permit me to suggest to 
you that, in the aflfair of which we 
speak, it would be better that you 
frankly declared yourself, than thus poi\- 
structed arguments. Allow me, there- 
• fore, to beg your reply to this question : 

What 
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"What would you do if Don Fernand 
were 'dead?*' 

" ^ — Yx)u always return, Senor, to 
this overwhelming idea. Well, then ! 
if Don Fernand were dead, I would he- 
sitate no longer ; my resolution would 
soon be taken : Amelia and myself 
would fly to a convent, to weep to the 
end of our days', she the best of fathers, 
and I the most excellent of husbands/' 

•' r- Oh ! this is Spanish heroism ; 

but it is not exalted sentiments that 
lead to happiness." ' 

*' ' There is no happiness for me, 
if I do not partake it with him that I 
hold most dear.' 



. » 



" •—— Adn-ii^able 5 you have exqui- 
site sensibility, but, in indulging these 
VOL, I. H heroic 
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heroic ^tnotbns of conjugaJ^'fiddiiy^ 
at least stipulate only for yourself. Your 
Amelia may possibly have no pious 
fkticy for burying herself aKve in a ffto- 
rtastefy ; atid if .you <yfre ^o fntrchto 
conjugal fidefity^ yDu ehonmt a l\Alb 
to the inollimiioA c^ yoQt dac^ht^r.'' 

me tDti my wey* Bay attanti^ 16 *hef 
tw6 resblutions to which i aftn ^iiteK/k^ 
cably fixed. The first, not to marry 
my idaughler iJH I tfeftaitoly know the 
fate <tf%W f«i^r ; tite "^etcHid, tb CM1«- 
sUlttiothing but the inclkiatitifi' of Ame- 
lia in the choice of her husband. Now, 
I aik you, in my tutn, has Amelia any 
Jnclinarioiif<:rt-y6u'?" 

" Why do you believe the 

contraiyf ''*^' ^ '^ 
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•« •— *- My refdy isVaJlbc frank : be- 
cause she EssutessDc daatrjdie lias not.^' 

" •. mac i*ply is fraiiki yet.«rill 

I am .obtl'qped to regaid lit as an )€v»$iQii. 
You well enough know that the inclw . 
/ration of a girl^of sevjenteen, who knows 
nothing but her catechism smd fipetling- 
book, is directed as we please. Ame- 
^lia's ttislidity, )i^ small experience^ the 
deferenoe she owes yoa, ^ lead her 
<to adopt your good pleasure as the sole 
^e elf What she tttters* Hence, if^be 
really feel any aversion from me, I shall 
owe it only to the prejudices with which 
^beshalUxe inspired by yourself; and 
certainlly, SenQra,f , in rtus case, might 
presume to complain of jrou ; for, in ' 
short, 1 do not see in what light you 
can consider me tn whic^h my alliance 
would ntft be an honour to your fa- 
mily/' 

H 2 *• Ah ! 
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*' Ail ! Sehor, cast your eye on the 
mark you bear in your button-hole, and 
tell me how it is possible for you to 
think of a bond 'which you have vowed 
at the foot of the altar never to form ?" 

** Oh ! you always recur to that 

-cursed vow." - « 

*• ' ' Senor, marriage, also, is a 
vow J dojQot curse the first, for you will 
lead me to ask whether it be certain 
that you wiU npt one day curse the so? 
cond." - 

5* >- — - My probity, and the amiable 
qualities of Aojelia, are your sureties.** 

" ■' Give me, first, sureties for 
the solidity of your inclination for Ame- 
lia. She^ you say^ is only a child of se- 
venteen years, who is yet scarcely ac- 
quainted 
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quairited with more than her catechism ; 
and at your age, with the acuteness and 
information you have Acquired by your 
travels and reading, how is it to be be- 
lieved that you can desire nothing more 
than a mere girl ?" 

" ^ When a child is capable of 

pleasing as Amelia pleases me, why not 
limit one's desires. Has she not na- 
tural talents? Is. not her countenance, 
without being regular, divinely comely ? 
Is it not a striking singularity to find so 
fair a creature under your burning cli- 
mate? Has not Amelia your own man- 
ners, your own sweetness, your own 
disposition ? and if the heart form wishej 
which respect forbids to be directed to 
yourself^ can they be fixed elsewhere 
than on your adorable daughter ?" 

" There, Senor, you are introducing 
H 3 . compliments 
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compliments to whicb^ I assure you^ I 
9m perfectly loseflsible. In my s'rtu- 
atioa, I somewhat resemble Penelope ; 
I have no bearmg but for the voice thsife 
a«nouiices the return of my UlysSesf, and 
were my Ulysses returned, aU tbesq 
gallantries would be thrown away. I 
am forty years o]d> Senor^' and at forty 
years we have done with such expres- 
sions as those you have used. 

** You forty years, senora ? No, 

you are scarcely thirty : Amelia's com- 
plexion has not more bloom than 
yours. 



>9 



** I am forty, Senor ; and were 

I but thirty, but twenty, ^as ! my be- 
haviour would be still the same.' So 
that Fernand be perfectly convinced 
that I am his tender> faithful, constant 
friend, I ask, I desire n^ more. — Ah ! 

poor 
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poor Fernand," sklded I," why am I not 
allowed' to prove it, and to prove it at 
the expose of my- blood ! With what 
joy should I not pour out the last drop, 
to obtain thy happiness, and that of our 
dear children .>" 

^ O senora I*' cried Raiziof- 



skoy, rising suddenly, *^ yoq are an he- 
roine, an ancient Roman. Tlie Spa- 
nish is an cecentric nation." 

** No ! Senor,'*^ replied I, '' the Spa- 
nish is not an eccentric nation; it is 
like all other nations of wives and m6- 
thers. For the rest,*' continued I, •* let 
us put an end to a conversation which, 
as you see, affects me too much. Leave 
me to my sorrows, and do not sharpen 
them by language which I cannot nor 
ought riot hear. I demand also that, 
sok)ng as you shall deign to accept the 
H 4^ hospitality 
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hospitality you have asked of us, you 
never make use of any similar. Leave 
the innocent Amelia wholly to her oc- 
cupations, the duties of her age/' 

" But permit me, at least, se- 

nora, to make myself better knov^rn to 
hers allow me a few hours private con- 
versation ." 

/' No, no, Senor; once more, 

let us have done with this. I conjure 
you wholly to forget Artielia. I assure 
you, for the last time, that she will ne* 
ver marry a professed Knight of the 
Order of Malta. Do not force me to 
adopt other sentiments of you than those 
which my son Henrique^ has wished 
me to entertain." 

^ Such has been my conversation with 
Senor Ratziofskoy, who, fince it took 

place^ 
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place, has never met me with a look of 
satisfaction. So far from its having pro- 
duced any salutary eflfect, I learned 
from Francisco that, on the very even* 
ing of the day on which it took place, he 
employed his artful and obedient Charles 
in conveying to Theresa, who was ta 
have given it to Amelia, a romance, in 
which modesty k grossly insulted. I 
know not where Rataiofskoy, who is a 
Polander,. found this Charles, who is a 
Frenchman,, a native of the province 
denominated Norm»idy. Charles- does 
not falsify the proverb, Like Master 
like Man. As among people of their 
class Jittle ceremony is preserved^ Fran- 
cisco tore the scandalous book out of 
the hands of Charks, fixed his eye on 
the print, and swore on the faith of a 
Catalan, that if ever he found him with 
a similar book he would break his bones. 
Afterward, he brought the book ta me. 
H 5 Its 
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Its title and indecent frontispiece dis^ 
jested me so much, that I went down 
hastily into the kitchen^ and in the pre- 
sence of Francisco cast the work of 
darkness on the fire; 

I did not ronfine myself to this act of 
juftice ; I sent for Charles, and told 
him that, as he was from a province the 
accent of which was said to be very de- 
fective, I disapproved of his giving ks- 
sons in the French language, either to 
Amelia or Theresa, and that Jn conse<- 
quence I ordered him to desist from his 
attentions on that subject. 

You see, senor, the condition in 
which we are, and which condition is a 
little like an open war. Aid us with 
your good counsels, and tell me whe^ 
ther heaven v^ill not at length grant it 
to us to be happy. Recommend us to 

the 
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the prayers of your good uncle and of 
father Isola. Tell them to beseech of 
God that he will preserve my Amelia 
from the snares that are begun to be 
spread around her. 

As it h neces^aiy, however, ihat, 
without too much delay, I should adopt" 
some decisive steps with regard to Senor 
Ratziofekoy, hasten your visit to the.pQ- 
Ksh embassador, and concert with Hen^ 
riquez the conduct I ought to pursue. 
Diego is enth'ely pf my opinion, that 
the afiair is delicate, and requiree^ 
the keeping up of appearances, as well 
oo account of the ebaracter of the fnan, 
as of hie connection with Henrique^, 
and of the hospttafity'we give him/ 

Ai£eu> SenoF : Diego land his ^ster 
nG^ you their grateful aflSBCtion.r 
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LETTER 11. 

s8tbr£ bie^moza. to claha sahmicnta 
ix'avbyro. 

Madrid f 4 October y 17**^ 

JVIANY days have passed,, senorai,. 
siqce you have had eews of your dear 
and amiable^ Henriquez.^ You will find 
the feason in the course ofthis letteF, 
which if it da not bring you absolute 
consolation, will at lea§t give you Hght 
on that with which we are all so anxious 
to be made acquainted. 

Father Isola, to retura to his recital, 
having, recounted the useless pains he 
had taken to see th6 prisoner, whose door 

it 
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it had been constantly refused to open, 
continued dius : 

" The fruitlessness of my endeavours 
did not discourage me. The desire of 
obliging father Mendoza, who wrote 
to me by every courier, requesting my 
attention to this affair, with the addi* 
tion of a little individual curiosity, re- 
doubled that activity which belongs to 
my natural disposition ; I sxirveyed the 
prison vigilantly; t had an eye upon 
every thing that passed. I begged my 
father, who, as you know, is alguazil- 
mayor o{ the holy inquisition, to leave 
me ignorant of nothing of which she 
could, without indiscretion, give me 
information. He promised what I asked ; 
but several days passed before I received 
any news ; at. length, one morning, 
about five o'clock, 1 received a note by 
which- he informed me that he could 

without 
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without betraying the secrecy, imposed 
iipon him by the duties of office, ac- 
quaint me with that whii^h all Pampe-^ 
luna would soon know ; that is to say,. 
that three prisoners were about to be 
transferred y that two post-chaises were 
in readiness for -the purpose y and thai • 
two prisoners would be placed in one^ 
aiui one only in the other. My father 
added, that he could not inform me 
whereto these persons would be trans* 
fcrred ^ but that if the Blight information 
it was in his power to give me, could 
enable him to do any thing not in- 
Yolving his duty^ from which I could 
desire satisfaction,^ he wopld do it with 
aW'his heart, and so much the more 
readily as he had the oydefs tor depar- 
ture in charge. 

^ I replied to my fether immedJ- 
ately, that he would add infinitely 
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to the gratitude I owed him, if he would 
whisper to the prisoners that one of 
their friei^ds advised them to declare 
that they wished to be confessed before 
their departure, and that they demanded 
father Alfonso derisola. 

" A second note from my father, 
which reached' before noon, informed 
me that, having done ^s I had devised, 
and the prisoners having declared atoud 
that they wished to be confessed by 
father Alfonso dellsola, a considerabhe 
murmur had arisen among the people 
of the Holy Brotherhood -, and that the 
officer who commanded the escort had 
brutally, declared that his orders did not 
aillow him to grant confession to the pri- 
soners. On this declaration, the fa- 
miliars of the holy inquisition who were 
present, had cried sacrilege, saying 
that it was only a jew who would pre- 
vent 
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vent christians from performing a dutjr 
which- all travellers fulfil. These pious 
people a4ded that, if he persisted in his^ 
refusal, the officer of the escort would 
render himself responsible for the dam- 
nation of such prisoner or prisoners as 
might die on the road : and that they 
would denounce him as evidently lean- 
ing to Judaism. The latter, alarmed by 
these murmurs and threats, ordered the 
carriages to be sent away, and the pri- 
soners . to return to their respective 
chambers. . 

•* The rest of the day passed without 
my hearing any thing, but toward six 
o'clock, the alguazils came in search 
of me at the college, and ordered me ta 
follow them to the citadel. 

" I was first conducted to the go- 
vernor. The governor was gravely 

seated 



d by Google 



p'avetro, 161 

seated before a table on which wefe twa 
candles, by which alone the room was 
lighted. Between the two candles was 
placed a crucifix, at the foot of whrch 
lay the gospely opem On one side of 
the table, and on the right of the go- 
vernor, was seated a grafBer (Regiftrar), 
his pen in his hand, and a sheet of pa- 
per before him, 

" As soort as the governor perceived 
me, "Approach this table, father AU 
fonzo del'Isola," said he, in a magis- 
terial tone ; " come and hear the orders 
of our lord the King, and, before all, 
swear to execute them punctually." 

" As I am satisfied,'* replied I, " that 
the piety of our lord and master the 
King will not suffer him h) command 
any thing that could wound my con- 
science, I swear, without hesitation to 

obey 
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obey the orders which you have to an- 
nounce to me on his behalf. 

•' I then laid my right hand on my 
fcreast, which is oiTr manner of swear- 
ing, and the governor continued thus : 
" Father Alfonso d'Isola, three prisoners 
of this citadel hare demanded that you 
shall be permitted to confess them ; my 
profound respect for the holy religion 
it IS our blessing to profess^ has not al- 
lowed me to deny them' this high con- 
solation. 

V / • 

*' NevertheJess, to reconcile what I 
owe to God with the duties ef my post> 
I have ordered these three state priso- 
ners before me^and^ on the spot where 
you now are, they have sworn not to 
discover to you, either in confession^or 
out of confession, . their names, their 
condition, the cause of their detention^' 

or 
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or any thing relating to these three ar« 
ticlcs. 

•'Now, notwithstanding, I command 
yott father Alfonso derisola, I com- 
mand you, in the name of the King, to 
declare whether you will solemnly swear 
not to make any attempt at inducing 
these «tate prisoners to break theis 
oaths?'' 

I replied that I consented, with all 
my hearty, to take a similar oath. 

^' Well then," replied the governor^ 
*' place your right bind on the holy 
gospel of Saint John, which you see 
open before you, and swear in the pre- 
^nce of the image of our divine Re- 
deemer, that in case the three priso- 
ners whom you are going to confess, 
should discover to you -either their 

names. 
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names, their condition, or the cause* 
of their detention, yoawill never reveal 
to any person what you shall hear con* 
cerning either of these three articles, 
even though you should hear it out of 
confession." - 

When I had sworn according to his 
desire, " Father d'Isola," said the go- 
vernor," remember through your whole 
life what you have now sworn ; be as- 
sured that you cannot betray your oath 
or your King with impunity. You ^re 
about to be conducted/' continued he^ 
?• to the three prisoners : a bell will be 
given youj which you will'sound when, 
your ministry is fulfilled.'* 

" At the same instant, the governor 
rung. Three centinaKs entered ; two ' 
of whom placed me between them, and 
the third wetit befgre us, bearing a 

daik 
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dark Ian thorn. Thejr led me through a 
long, liplighted gallery. When we had 
reached the extremity, the man who 
carried the dark lanthorn stopped ; 
the two centinels between whom I 
walked tO|ok me by the hands ; and w^ 
proceeded for some minutes in the pro- 
foundest darkness. At length, on a 
signal made by one of the guides, a door 
opeijed, and I was led into a room of 
which I kpow not whether it were a 
ball, a chamber, or a dutigeon. I was 
placed upon aseat, and had a bell put 
into my hands, and a little after I heard^ 
the door by which I had entered closed. 
I found myself in the company of three 
men. I asked them whether they were 
willing to be Confessed. Two freely 
consented ; but the third declined, say- 
ing that he had too much anger in his 
heart against those by whom he h^d been 
cruelly offended to receive a sacrament 

which 
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*ivhich demanded dispositions much 
above the level of his jaature. I admo^ 
nished himinudi on forgiveness of kyu- 
Ties, but my labour wa^ lost s he replied 
> that he would forgive Avhen he had tc- 
ceived a grand and .solemn Teparation. 
This was aH I could draw from hhn. 
]yiymelaik:holy office being performed, 
I rung, the door opened, ^nd I was 
conducted into the very court of the 
castle with the sameesQort and the same 
privacy thart twd «tceompamed me *o 
4l>e prisoners. Arrived at the eKtremtty 
^ the draw-bridge, I found the two 
^Iguazils wi^h whom I had come to^e 
ciiadei. They took me \ijnAer ^4lhek 
care, tnad^ tnt get into a iiarriage, and 
conveyed me back lo^e^iegej with- 
-out uttenogta «i»gle mard. 

" You. have now h^rd^ with the 
^greate^ nnnuteooss,^ con^ued fothor 

de 
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deVIsola, ** the maimer m which I 
octtiducted inyse)^ at P^cnpekma, with a 
view to gmti^ing tte wishes 'Of father 
Mendozaj and you bear that, unfor* 
tohstelj^, thvough the mystertous pre* 
cautions adopted, i am unable to say 
» whether or not his friend were one of 
J&e:three pfkaaers with, whom I con- 
irefsai ^rc^hnedy to their depeutuve.'/ 

^\ Lightof heaven l^JCwedjKtewiqoez, 
^'. 4^ it possibk to sustain the idea cf ^so 
much infju^tice, Mddiall wenot ^ei^e 
^tbe <mDtig«ers l^o hare thasodtmgied 
etfene loyal $p«niffFd wb^ gave his %\ng 
^hisforttme^ his blood, andltve hkioA 4f 
my brotisflr? O, the 'ms^^fches 1 Wlut 
^i^aH 9top file from crOdiing diem tie- 
neath the weight of my vengeaMe ! 

u ^..^^rjfhe weight of yow venge- 
ance!" TepKdd£riJ)ier Mdndoraj ^^ and 

on 
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on whom will you re\renge yourself? 
Against the los Tormes? but who has 
told us that they are all guilty ?" 

*^ Alas ! no, returned Henriquez, aU 
the los Tormes are not guilty." 

" Moreover," continued my uncle» 
let all father Isola has yet to tell us, and 
all I have to add, be first heard : we 
shall afterward deliberate ; and, what- 
ever part may be to ,be takenj I thiiik 
no person than myself more fitting to 
take thelead : firstly, because my too-just 
character for aa absent man gives me 
the privilege of saying any thing; and 
secondly, because at my age there is 
nothing to fear. Go on therefore, fa- 
ther Isola." 

Father Isola went on : he said that; 
in despair at the unfortunate issue of 

hisi 
1 
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his attempt, be had applied to' his fa- 
ther, begging him to inform of the 
route the prisoners had taken ; but his 
&ther assured him. that of this he was 
absolutely ignorant : his last effort was 
to write to the several colleges of the 
Jesuits situate at the sea-ports, request- 
,i6g them, in the name of father Men- 
doza, to inform him whether they had 
not seen three state prisoners em* 
barked. 

Here, father Isola finished his re^ 
ckal: father Meridoza, talcing it up 
where he left off, added that, from the 
various letters he received on the oc- 
casion, he had gathered ,that there had 
been seen at Cadiz two gentlemen who 
were judged to be state prisoners, be- 
cause on their arrival they had been 
confined in fort San-Felipo. The Wea- 
ther was then foul, and the 'wind to the 

VOL. K 'I * south 
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southeast. Three days after, the wea- 
ther having become fair, and the wind 
changed, the frigate Santa Maria la 
Realy captain Vicento de JHonielirioSf 
had got under weigh. 

" Captain Montelirios !*• cried Hen- 
riquez, ** it is he, it is he himself; there 
can be no doubt 5 it was my unfortunate 
father who was embarked on board that 
jcursed frigate, and it was into the cus- 
tody of the accomplice of Gusman that 
he waff given. In pity, go on, father 
Mendoza, and forgive my interruption/* 

'* As soon as the frigate bad got un- 
der weigh,'* contiriued my uncle, " the 
two gentlemen were brought out of fort 
San Felipo, and, put into a boat, which 
was sent after the frigate. Two days 
after, a merchant ship, coming from 
Marseilles to Cadiz, landed one of our 

' ' fathers 
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fathers, by whom the rector of the col- 
lege was assured that before it passed 
the Straits of Gibraltar, the vessel which 
bore him had met the frigate Santa 
Jdaria la RcdW 

. ■ t 

Hie particulars of which my uncle 

was informe.d were derived from the 
information contained in various letters; 
and as his papers, those relating, to ma- 
thematics scarcely excepted, are in the 
last degree of disorder, it required some 
time and labour to discover- them.' By 
dint of research, however, he has found 
several^ and among them one written 
from Naples, which promises to interest 
us in a peculiar manner. I have not 
yet had time to transcribe it ; but will 
«end you a copy at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. To-day, I am so much fa- 
tigued by conversation and writing 
that I must beg permission to conclude 
abruptly my very long epistle.' 

12 LETTER 
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you discover in the corner of your sou), 
is in favour of Ratziofskoy, you must 
either extinguish it, or resolve to be 
miserable. It is impossible indeed that 
he should gain your esteem, since he 
that ^vov^s himself to have been forced 
into a former engagement is by no 
means deserving of a share in your con- 
fidence. 

As to the history of the young Moor, 
6fwhom he. speaks s;o much, it is quite 
simple, and extremely short ; Ratzir 
ofskoy*s frigate took possession of a little 
Algerine vessel that was sailing to Con- 
stantinople. All on board were made 
prisoners, and among them was a youth 
between thirteen and fourteen' ypars of 
* age, whose prepossessing appearance 
excited every one's attention. 

One day, as we vvere at dinner with 
' Ratziofskoy, 

Digitized by Google ' 



d'aveyro. 175 

^atziofbkoy, I- could not helpcongra- 
tulating'hjm upon having in his pos- 
session so excellent a youth, when to 
my great surprise, he made me a pre- 
, sent of him. At first 1 resisted hfs 
obliging offer, but signiorMendoza "re- 
conciled me to th€ acceptance of it. 
When Ratziofskoy called his captive, 
he said to him in French, " You no 
longer belong to me^ but to those whom 
you seel before you,'' upon which, the 
youth threw himself at our fctt^ and re- 
spectfully kissed our hands. 

As Ratziofskoy had absolutely neg- 
lected his education, we took every pos- 
sible car€ to furnish him with instruc- 
tion. When he was sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the Spanish language, 
we undertook the com^ersion of this 
young mahometan. In the course of a 
month spent in answering his objec- 
l 4t tions. 
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tions, and in solvinor his doubts, he ar- 
dently desired to be admitted to bap- 
tism. The duchess of Colonna, then 
at Maha, agreed to be his godmother, 
and Ij as you may well suppose, be- 
came his second" sponsor. His maho- 
metan name was Ali Mahomet, but at 
the baptismal font, I changed it to Sal- 
vador. • 

As my dear Amelia is fond of her 
Theresa, she can well conceive I was 
fond of my god-son. He was indeed 
my consolation and my joy, and should - 
I not meet with more happiness in my 
love than in my friendship, I am cer* 
tainly destined to lead a miserable 
iife. ' ■ . ' 

Would you suppose, that six months 

after his baptism, the ungrateful one 

begged to be restored to his country ? 

■ ' \ "Thanks 
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^ Thanks to your car^s and to your 
frieniiship," said he, *^ t have tasted 
the happiness which a freemaM is ca- 
psihle of enjoying. I love you both as 
fer as it is possible, but the love which 
I bear my country can never be effaced 
from my heart. My instinctive love 
moves me at this moment with such 
-violence, that if you oppose it, I cannot 
answer for the consequences* — 

/* Let me go then, I beseech you/* 

*• But your religion,*' said I. 

*' Well,*" answered he,/* ^hall I be 
the only christian among a set of maho- 
. metans. How do you know that God 
has not appointed me the instrument of 
the conversion of those belonging to 
me. ?'' ' 

I 5 "But 
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*^ But you will yield to the soKci- 
"tiations /* 

" — ^Tbat is begging the question^ Ana 
I not the work of your hands, and have 
lever given you any reason^ to thiqk 
that what .you l)ave constructed on so 
solid a basis, can be so easily over- 
thrown? Would you, Henriquez, coa- 
sent never to embrace those who have 
given you life? Well, but I wish ta 
jcmbrace mine, although I have had na , 
news of ihem «ince -my being here ; L 
wish to learn in what condition they 
are. I wish to see once more the spot 
where 1 have passed my infant days, and 
having enjoyed that gratification, to see 
if the profession of Christianity will lead 
me to death : this, should it be So, will 
be nothing, my ashes at least will repose 
. in the tomb of my "ancestors." 

Mendoza^, 
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Men.doza, who was listening in si- 
Jence, cast an eye upon me of the most ' 
tender interest^ and said, ^ My poor 
Henriquez, I find you Sadly embar- - 
rassed. But resignation is your only, 
remedy; and this a sad one. You ima- 
gined you had gained a friend for life, 
but he' escapes you; you hold him no 
longer. Such is the happiness of this 
world. We have no right whatever to 
take this young man from his family and 
country, and even, if we were allowed 
to do It, should we be so ungenerous as 
to make use of th^t right ? No, no, since 
he wishes to depart, let him do so. Let 
us give him our address both here and 
in Spain ; wherever he goes, he will re- 
member us with affection, and will let 
us hear from him by writing to os, while 
we shall enjoy the swee.t satisfaction ojf 
reading over his letters. Should he cease 
to bve us, may Heaven preserve hirh 
16 from 
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from the punishment of ingratitude. 
Should he return to the mosques, so 
much the worse for himself, for he very 
well knows that Mahoip^ is no more 
than an impostor. Farewell, then, Sal*- 
vador, go as soon as you pleasei but re- 
member that you will never meet with 
friends such as we." 

V 

** Give me your pity," rejoined he, 
" but do not take from me your friend- 
ship. Wherever I am, you shall always 
have mine." 

Repeating then what MendoBa had 
just gone over before, he added, " No, 
no, your good work will not be lost on 
me, and the service will return, I hope 
with usury to the benefactor." 

Having thus said, he came forward 
^0 embrace us, but his last farewell, I 

though^^ 
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.thought, was iiot as affectionate as it 
should have been> for he manifested too 
great a joy' at the thought of seeing his 
home again. For my own part, t!>y heart 
was too sor^ely oppressed to say much 
in this moment ^ but far from sharing in 
my affliction, h^ assumed an air of haughty 
dignity, and siid, " You are generous> 
Hehriquez, it is my business to acquit 
myself of the debt ; I am your prisoner, 
and owe you a ransom of which I wish 
to know the amount. At present I have 
nothing, but when sjsttled with my fa- 
mily, my first care shall be to satjsfy your 
demand." 

" Heaven!" cried I, ** what lan- 
guage is thisf How can you say you 
are my prisoner, wfien I have always 
treated you as a friend. You really of- 
fend me Salvador; lam naturally proud, 
and will not suffer my honour to be in- 
jured." ^ ^^ Well, 
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'' Well, well," returned he, •? let us 
say no more about it, but leave to Hea- 
ven the time in which I shall display 
ipy gratitude. May .every happiness at- 
tend you, most amiable and most vir- 
tuous of Spaniards. Farewell Henri- 
quez ! farewell Mendoza! Salvador vows 
you a friendship tliat shall end but witH 
his life. At Malta you have had but 
little opportunity of being acquainted 
with him ; at a later day, you may know 
him to more advantage. Once nficre^ 
fareweU." 

•* But one word more, Salvador/' said 
I: " it is impossible you should not stand 
in need of many things, and you know 
not in what condition you may find your 
relatives. Among friends every thing 
should be in conmion. Since our. first 
acquaintance, signior Mendoza and I 
have be?n able to save a trifle, by c(?n- 

fining 
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fining^ durselves from other company, 
to enjoy the pkasure of yours. Accept 
then the fruit of our economy. Men- 
doza oflFers ygu fifty piasters, to which 
I am in a condition to add a similar sum. 
Take them, I pray you, and be assured 
that at this instant we regard it as a mis- 
fortune not to be rich for your sake.'* 

" Ah!" cried he, ** you overpower 
me,"" at the same time that he threw 
himself into niy arms. *^ I accept indeed 
your kind oflFers, but be assured that no 
money in my eyes will ever have a value 
like this." 

I then put a purse into his h^nd, 
containing one hundred piasters. Bdt 
with this alone, AmeKa, I was. not sa- 
tisfied; the vyarmth.of my friendship 
prompted me to something further. 
With the money, I coirtrived to slip in 

the 
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the miniatures of Mendoza atid myself^ 
which were very neatly done by one of 
the knights. Ah! Amelia/you will say 
this was like me. 

Well, at length we accompanied our 
dear Salvador to the vessel, and followed 
him with our eyes till we could see him 
no more. With him vanished the chi- 
meras of happiness we had been build- 
ing upon our mutual friendship. They 
are vanished indeed for ever, for al- 
though I had given ^alvador our ad- 
dress, and he himself liad engaged to 
write to us, we have never been able 
to get the smallest intelligence of him. 

The desolation that I experienced at 
parting with him gave mean opportunity 
of feeling the friendship and concern of 
signior Mendoza, who employed every 
art and every argument of consolation 

to 
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to reconcile me to my loss. But not- 
withstanding all this, I have a settled 
melancholy at heart, which invades me 
in my sleep, and mxkes repose dis- 
tressing. 

Such, my dear AmeKa, is the history 
of the Moor, such is the account of this 
Algerine of whom Ratziofskoy is CQr»^ 
tinual^ talking, although he paid little 
regard to him when be bad it in his 
power, and upon whom he builds, I 
know not, what chimerical hopes* In 
this, however, he is in the wrong, I as- 
sure you, for Salvador by no means' 
seemed to like him, and never spoke. of 
him advantageously; it was even with a 
sort of violence we coukJ prevail upon 
him to go and take his leave of Ratzi- 
ofskoy. 

Th;s predilection of the latter for mus- 

sulmen 
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sulmen is of an old standing. He told 
me that in the late troubles of Poland 
tnere were severatof them in the army 
of wliich he- was one of the principal 
leaders. Seemingly he grounds some 
expectation u|)on the promises that 
these pebple have ipade to serve him. 
But I have always known him to-be an 
eccentric, whimsical character, and one 
who does not like to follow the beaten 
track. Whatever is extraordiliary fixes 
his attentioti, and determine? him to 
action. 

But I am throwing myself out upon 
paper to a tedious length, although I 
feel a great consolation in 'havmg one 
of my own family to whom I .can 
speak as in soliloquy. Of this conso- 
lation even our evil destiny shall nol 
deprive us. As we have hitherto done, 

we 
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wc shall always love each other, and 
never, never shall we be completely 
miserable. Farewell, then j remember 
me to little Theresa. 



LETTER 
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LETTER IV. . 



FROM HENRIQUEZ D*AVEYRO TO DI- 
EGO d'aVEYRO, his BROTHER. 

Well, my dear brother, am I soon 
to have the pleasure of seeing you, for 
here I do not wish to remain very long. 
My stay, however, must depend upon 
the determination of my mother, when 
she shall have received /from sighior 
Mendoza all the requisite documents ; ^ 
and this, I think she will do in a very 
little time, for as yoii may find by his 
last letter, Mendoza is nearly at the 
end of his enquiries. 

We now begin to see our way through 

thi« 
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this darkness of iniquity. There is some- 
- thirg infernal going on at Mount Pau-. 
silypo, and it is from thence wc shall - 
derive our information. What a man 
is this Gusman ! what a dreadful letter 
is this, of which you send me the copy ! 
and whart must Irnve been my situation 
on learning this miserable instance of 
his perversity ! Like you, I am resolved 
on vengeance, pr on death. Mendoza, 
to restore me to tranquillity, took mie 
with him to the play, but scarcely had 
I entered the theatre, when I saw this 
Guzman in an opposite box, where he 
had placed himself with his sister and 
some other ladies of whom I have no 
knowledge, Mendoza was not less af- 
fected at seeing him than myself. As 
soon, however, as he had' recovered, 
he said to me, " Be easy, my dear 
Heririquez ; for the sake of friendship 
^ be easy. Remember that we ought rK4 

to 
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to atlenipt to proceed until we are ac- 
, quainted with every thing : let us re- 
member also that the king protects yoqr 
enemies ; let us not add, therefore, to 
the weight of our misfortunes." 

•• I am perfectly at ease," answered 
I J although at the sanle time I ceuld 
not Ticlp grinding my teeth, and biting 
my lips. 

I assure you, Diegpi I neither heard 
a word of the play,, or distinguished a 
single object on the st^t. - Atkngth, 
I could hold out no longer, but quitted 
the box with precipitation. IFhis Men- 
doza perceived and ran after ine ; while 
I hurried on, I heard his voice asking 
me, " Whither I was hastening ?" 

" Do not be afraid," answered I, *' a 
pressing call demands me." As the* 
1 passage* 
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passage was crouded on account of the 
great heat, I returned, . but lost Men- 
doza in the throng ; I redoubled iny 
speed, and' flew to Gusman's box*- I 
cannot say what kind of an appearance 
I made, but I think I saluted the com- 
pany with a sufficient degree of tran- . 
quillity. The sister of Gusman dropped 
me a low curtsey, and said to me with 
an air of peculiar grace, '* We are much 
indebted to the chance that has brought 
you so near us. It is a long time since 
you have ^n my father, although you 
are no stranger to the esteem he enter- 
tains fdr you/' - - 

" Senora,"^repljed I, " the importance 
of an affair with which you are proba- 
bly acquainted, h^s^not as yet permitted 
me to wait on count ^ Roderigo. But 
as for the re^t, it is I who ought to be 

indebted 
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indebted to chance for thus presenting 
you to my sight." , 

While I was thus speaking ^t the 
door of her box, which stood open on ac- 
count of the iieat, arxd had my eyes at 
the same time fixed on the corridor; I 
perceived Mendoza, who was hastening 
forwards : I then snatched hold of the 
arm of the ferocious Gasman, and said 
to him in his can ^* I wish^ signior, to 
have some private con^qktion with 
you." 

" My place of aWCppT^ ansvtTred he, 
" is at the court, and it is not there an 
explanation can take place. Let me 
have your address, however, and I will 
not fail to inform you when Jt will be 
convenient for me to wait on you." 

" The great street," answered J> /^ at 
Xhp Castilian hotel " \ Thus 

2 . 
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'rtns much had passed when Men* 
dbza came up to us. Clara* instantly 
arose at his appearance, and said to him 
in the most obliging manner, " We have 
reason to complain of ybii, sigriior Men- 
doza ; my father takes it ill that you 
neglect him.'' 

*' This^ senora," replied he, "is an 
obliging reproach, but when count Ro- 
derigb shall know that^ my absence is 
caused only to be the better able to give 
him every satisfaction at our first inter- 
view, I makc^^K) doubt but he will 
have Ihe goodnc/^, to excuse me." 

" Oh !" returned Clara, " every fault 
finds it own excuse, but, do you come 
afidobtiiti absolution of my father. In 
th^ mean tiriie, take your place here ; 
jince we have got hold of you, we will 
notso soon let you go." 

VOL. i. K "I 
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*' I daref not/' rejoined the other, '' be 
guilty of such an indiscretion. The heat 
is excessive, and the introduction of 
two persons moreJnto your box, .would 
too much incommode you/' 

** Farewell then," said Clara, witlv a 
low courtsey, ** but what am I to tell 
my father ?'; 

•* That I will take the first opportu* 
nity of waiting upon him." 

Thus ended this scene. 

When again seated in my own box, 
my eyes, as you may well imagine, 
often turned to that of Gusman. There 
seemed to have taken place a lively 
conversation between him and his sister, 
whom I saw very often bring her hand* 
kerchief to her eyes. This made me 

conjecture 
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conjecture that what her brother waS 
saying to her, caused her to shed 
tears. v 

When the play was at an end, 
I had an animated discourse with 
Mendoza, who, if possible appeared in 
a more friendly light than ever. His 
reasonings were so strong as to induce , 
me to moderate my vindictive measures, 
and to teach me the difference between 
an impetuous anger and a -calm but 
steady courage. I know not what I 
should have don^witboirt him. 

As yet, my dear Diego, I have re- 
ceived no message of any kind from the 
perfidious Gqsman, Should you say any 
thing to my mother about this adven- 
ture, be careful, ih what manner you 
deliver yourself. Assure her that Men- 
doza and I have no sort of disquietude. 
K 2 Between 
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Between oursdves, ao explanationumust 
take place, and the sooner it begins, Ibe 
sooner it will be over. 

But no more of Gusmzm^ let us re- 
turn to Ratziofskoy. My connection 
with this man commenced on the day- 
that he gave me up ihe Moor, for whose 
history. I refer you to roysist^n So great 
was my joy on receiving such a present^ 
that it turned into gratitude towards the 
given But- he had that advantage of 
me, which the benefactor always has 
over the person obliged.- On every 
occasion I anticipated him in a thousand 
little servfces, which, of no great im- 
portance in them^lyes, convinced him 
of my attactiment, while T, on my part,, 
never stopped to examine if the senti- 
ments that xiirected them were those of 
kindness, or of ordinary benevoknccv 

^ A con- 
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A connection- of this kind impercep- 
tibly assumed the appearance of inti- 
macy. Those around us thought us 
friends, because they often saw us to- 
gether, although I must confess that I 
never experienced for him any of those 
sympathetic emotions that precede 
friendship, or any of the confidence, 
that follows after it. I discovered on 
the contrary, that had I given way to 
what I fek for him in reality, I should 
rather bavp kept aloof, than Jiave been 

mor-e nesfly connected with him. 

• -"» 

I might easily halve perceived too, 
ihflrt he on his side was equally inclined 
to the reserve. It is true he lavished 
ttponme every demonstration of friend- 
jshap, but'inthoie moments le never 
discovered any of the warmth or ten- 
derness of a heart that gives itself up to 
the impulse of its own feelings. He 
K J has 
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lias never made me his confident, or 
told me more of his story than he has 
wished me to know. In"a general way, 
he has informed me of the part he has 
played in the late troubles in Poland, 
which threw him ipto such disgrace as 
to compefhim to quit his country. His 
family, ht says, is illMstrious^ aiid hij;hly 
favoured with the gifts of fortune, but 
the injustice of his sovereign makes 
him ah exile, and the hardness o( his 
father, almost a beggar. He, in com- 
mon talks lightly of what should most 
cotnmand his respect ; and when^ 
plunged into his own reveries, and 
. wrapped up in the darkness of his own 
ideas, he forms projects of the mobt 
extravagant kind. Then it is that he 
talks of offering his services to the 
Turks. 

This is nearly all I know of Ratz}* 

ofskoiy 
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ofskoy. As soon as he found that I 
had obtained permission to visit my fa- 
mily, he asked my leave to accompany 
me into Spain. This was a request I 
could scarcely refuse him, without sub- 
jecting myself to the charge of injustice, 
or unpoliteness. Moreover, he has been 
no expense to me, having defrayed his 
own personal cliarges on the road, at 
the same time that he wanted to pay 
mine also. He is generous and mag- 
nificent, with manners really grand and 
noble. It is true he borrows, but ac- 
cording to/what he says, his inheritance 
will one day set him in a condition to 
discharge any loan he may contract. It 
is for the purpose of borrowing money 
in this way that he keeps about his per- 
son this Charles, who has a peculiar 
knack in hunting out Jews, and in 
moulding them to his master's pur- 
poses. Charles is a Frenchman and a 
K 4 Norman, 
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Norman, aqd fiDllowed into Poland a 
young officer of infantry, who not being 
able to do much good in hisiown coun- 
try, went to try his fortune among those 
w]io took up arms against Sobiesl^y. 
This party 20t succeeding, and the 
French officer being r-uined, Charles was 
iinder the neoesaity of abandonipg his 
/naster. He then found employment 
yoder Ratziofskpy, whp sometimes en- 
gaged him jas 9 courier, ^nd sometimes 
a$ a spy, laot indeed tbajt th^ servant's . 
morality wfi^s of a ki;;id to recommend 
him tp hi6 master, but thia.t hi^ ^stpnish- 
jng activity ©ade him extremely useful 
to him. 

Ratziofskoy having; accompanied n)e 
. into Spain, as I had nothing to reproach 
Jiim in point either ofmorials, or of pro- 
bity, I thought I could not do less than 
i^nlTPduce him to my mother, and make 

him 
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him an ofier of our bouse for his abode. 
Bsoi be cruelly abuses my kindness, and 
it is time that he should quit an asyluni 
whene 'his presence is no longer agree- 
able. Tell ray mother how much I am 
fSBicted byhaving thus added to her un- 
^sines^, and assure Iu:r, that as soon as 
my connection with this person dis- 
pleases her, it shall that moment be at an 
cad. 

Have a strict eye over our poor Ame- 
lia; tell her that the object so odious to 
her shall not long meet her sight. 

^ As to what Ratziofekoy says of my 
being your rival, it is too great an ab- 
surdity to demand a serious contradic- 
tion. No, no, we are too closely united 
to be guilty pf dissimulation on either 
>ide. The truth is, my dear Diego, that 
it is s^^rceJy possible to see Clara Vvith- 
K 5 out 
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out feeling an attraction towards her. 
But do you give play to your imagina- 
tion, paint her to your fancy as the most 
captivating object -, even then you will 
not come up to the reality. When you 
shall one day see her, you will regret that 
she is of the blood of the los Tormes, * 
and sigh for a reconciliation between the 
two houses J for even if we were angels, 
how would it be possible for us not to 
love that which is lovely ? 

This is what Ratziofskoy calls the lan- 
guage of love: but let me contradict 
him, it is the language of justice ; and 
to agree in the perfections of Clara, is 
by no means saying that I dispute the 
possesion of her with him who has a le- 
gitimate right to such a treasure. Hov^r 
indeed could I ? My hatred for the los 
Tormes, which is deep arid lasting, 
and your right of eldershipi-«^vet per- 
mit 
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mit me to consider the thing in its true 
point of view, more than a man is 
capable of doin^ who has a mist before 
his eyes, and cannot see distinctly his 
own image in a glass, fiut this indeed 
I can affirm with confidence, that every 
kind of impossibility shall be performedi 
before any thing will induce me to op- 
pose the happiness of my dearest Diego. 
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Lf^TTER V. 



UW^y^JMQV^Z d'avEYRO to WEHCE$J(..Af 
RATZIOFSKOY. 

Madrid, October 8, 17"**. 

What kind of conduct, is your's, 
my dear Ratziofskoy, and what sort of a 
letter have you. written me?' Misfor- 
tunes seem to embitter your mind, and 
you rail against your father, your coun- 
try, and even against your God, since 
you begin again upon the old absurdity 
of bartering your own religion for'the 
impostures of Mahomet. Still you per- 
sist in thinking that the young Algerine 
will make you amends for. that which 
you are going to abandon. But why 
S . do 
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jjp you indulge sucji ^ jchiouew? You 
bav^ seen -bow /very fxwul I myself w^ 
of him, aod with wfaat fieicility he b^? 
isntirely forgotten ra^ ! 

Js it xny plaiqe to tell yea that a<}verf 
fiity o«|ght not to pjull down your 4^041^ 
rage? 5yrely despair wij] not, remedy 
your misfortunes; to he convinced of 
this, it is not requisite to he a very great 
philosopher, heaven, and time, aod 
^patience, will all concur in rendering 
jour evils supportable; whereas rage^ 
and desperation, and violence, will not 
shorten their continyance by on^ single 
mojnent. 

If you are unwilJiing to aqcepf tfee^ 
cppsplations, I cannpt help it 5 but w,hy 
be angry .with us who have done no- 
thing to you? On. the contrary, have 
w^ not received you as one af our own, 

and 
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and treated you in every instance with 
the kindest regard ? Why then should 
you add to the afflictions of my mother, 
and say to her such things as 3he ought 
not to hear? . If you think it hard that 
we should object to you the breach of 
your vows, at least you cannot think of 
possessing Amelia without her own con- 
sent ; and what proof has the girl given 
you of her attachment ? Besides^ she 
has no fortune, and you are not yet en- 
titled to yours ;, what, then, would be 
the consequences of your union ? 

Your man Charles has been gurlty of 
a very dirty action, "which I j^dvise ,him 
at his peril not to repeat. I expect from 
your friendship that you will use such 
authority over him, as will hinder him 
from slipping into the house any book 
similar to that which he has bad the in- 
credible impudence to put into the 

hands 
I 
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hands of Theresa/ who, on account of 
her being Anielia's friend, and the friend 
of the whole family, is certainly entitled 
to some small degree of respect. 

You have taken it into your head, too, 
to fall out with Senor Mendoza, but 
let me tell you, that no consideration 
in life shall ever detach me from such a 
man. Yes, were I thirty years of age, 
I should esteem myself happy if he 
would cbndescendvto be my Mentor, 
whatever signification you may think 
proper to give to that word. No one 
has a better right to be vain thajihej 
•yet, with all his learning and judgment, ^ 
no one can have more modesty. Such 
is the man for whom you wish to in- 
spire me with disgust. I do without 
his counsels ! no, L am too happy in fol- 
lowing them ; and shoufd a future day 
ever put any thing in my power, most 

undoubt- 
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vntdojubtiedly I *vlU make hm fte b^ier 
for me. In a worxj, I am^ttacb^d to 
^hioi for ]ife, und am resolve^ to stick 1>f 
hkn, as Jong as he will ?Bpw ra^. Af- 
ter such a declaration, let me not find 
you returning ^gaia to the chaise. 

I shall conclude^ Ratziofekoy, in a 
style both laconic and military — Are you 
for peace? are you for war? Unless 
you give my mother satisfaction for the 
afFrorrf you h^ve' qfFered her, that; is to 
say^ unless you show some regret for 
jour behai'iour towards Amelia, and 
make a firm resolution of going on no 
more in that strain, I shall look upon 
your conduct as a declaration of war. 
If otherwise, J shall suppose you :^are 
for peace. You see by this that I am 
quite blunt, and to shew you stili fur- 
ther that I am so, I declare tQ J^ou, that 
if I am an ardent friend, I at the spm.e 
time do not fear an enemy. Adieu. 

LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 



^ftTi^Vi: MEKPOatA TO CLAl^A 8AK«* 

MIJENTA p*AV£T^O. 

Madrid, Qckibj^r 9, IT^* 

i HAVE so many things to sayio you, 
-riiat I know not well which way tobegin^ 
nor even whether at present Ishail find 
lime to relate you the whole 5 however, 
what I shall not be able to communi- 
'cate to you in one letter, I wiM reserve 
40T the subject of another. 

' First, it is necessary to inform yoii, 
that owing to the friendship of father 
M^ndoza for Ferriand, I have not only 

brought 
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brought all my enquiries to a conclu- 
sion, but I have the consolation of an- 
nouncing to you, that it now appears 
more probable than ever that your vir- 
tuous husband is still alive. 

My uncle has at Ungth found tbe 
letter of which he has spoken to me 
so much, and which, as be sayls, 
ought to throw such a light upon our 
affairs, and raise our hopes to the high- 
est. But before I speak of this letter, it 
is necessary for me to go a little further 
back. 

When father Mendo'za found that 
count Roderijgo was in favour, he did 
not hesitate to repair again to court^ 
where his age, his character, and his re- 
putation, entitle him to the highest cre« 
dit,and give him the. privilege of saying 
any thing ; and indeed, between our* 

selves^ 
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selves, Senora^ he has the knack of 
spealj:ing truths in a jesting way, which 
no one besides himself would presume 
to utter. 

My uncle was very graciously receiv* 
<5d by Ihe kbg, who told bixn, on his first 
visit to his majestyi that he would al- 
ways receive him with pleasure. This 
compliment father Mendoza took lite- 
rally s and every time that the king saw 
him, he talked with him in the most fa- 
miliar manner, and was amused with 
. his gaiety, his good-nature, and even his 
very distractions* Indeed, his conver* 
sation was so much the more accepta- 
ble, as the former has the advantage of 
knowing French, which he speaks in 
perfection. 

When my uncle was convinced that 
the king was not displeased to see him, 

he 
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hetwts hardy enough to soUck a private 
conversation wilh his majesty^ which he 
asked with that good*humour and sim* 
plicity so peculiar to himself. The 
king condescended to appoint the next 
morning £or hearing him^ on the break* 
ing up of the council^ '* For affairs of 
slate/' fiatd he» '* oiust take the lead of 
those t^Mit regard the Society of Jesw.** 

What passed between them the next 
tnorning, I shall endeavour to relate to 
yo»,Senora^as my uncle has repeated it J 
to me, that you may at once be sensible 
how much we owfe to the zeal of Men- 
Aoz^i and how nmch too we may ex- 
pect from the justice of the king. 

** Sire," said my uncle, *^ I came not 
to speak to you about the affairs of my 
Order. Convinced of your religious ve- 
neration for your august grandfather, we 

tru3t 
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tmet tch yowiprctoitioin even avfcp Un- 
protected usc This is a jbstiee weowe 
to your piety." 

. " Ah ! I understand . you," iater^ 
rcipted the: king, **7oa. mean tcrsvtf^ 
that thi^e is J10 s^aticm for iis> uidessri 
we Jove the Jesuks. Wdiy well^ let us 
hsar the rest*" 

'" Sire, the subject is important, and 
deserves all yoar majesty's attention. — 
You are sealed- on the throne of Spain. 
Have you ever been told that any subject 
has disphyed more talents, more bra- 
very^ andmore (fisanteresteddess in your 
service, thonr Fetnand d'A veyro, whom- 
I am proud to call my friend ?"' 

: " Ihaarehe^d speafcpf hirh; rFhirve 
bear a wittiessof bis courage/ and i hate: 

' : once 
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once paid liim a compliment on the 
field of batUe/' 

** He has exhausted an immense in- 
heritance in your majesty's cause, and 
out of all he was worth, has nothing 
more remaining for his family, but the 
small estate of Amaya, on which his 
creditors durst not lay hold because it 
was his wife's dowry/* 

^^ I mus^ confess that I did not know 
the extent of his sacrifices/' 

** But these sacrifices have been made 
by him, and might I ask in what man- 
ner you have rewarded this nobleman's 
fidelity?" 

** In what manner ? You now set me 
a thinking. Let me see.— Well. I must 
say that at the commencement of my 

reign. 
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. » ■ ' • 

reiga» in the midst of courtiers whose 
ititerests and claims were eternsdiy jar« 
ring with each other, it was impossible 
for me to think of everyone. But still 
I have nothing to reproach myself with 
on d'Aveyro's account, for I remember 
to have heard that he was slain at the 
battle of Villaviciosa.^* 

** The fact, however, is far from be- 
ing authenticated." 

" But if alive, why has he never pre^' 
sented himself at court ? I must indeed 
saj^, that if your friend has great quali- 
ties, he has also great defects: he is 
haughty, jealous, impetuous ; one who 
wishes even to dictate to bis very supe- 
riors. Such a character, you know, is 
extremely dangerous in a ndpnarchy, 
where there must be but one single 
master." 

*• Yes, 
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** YetysudT/is tbcTcfeamcteiJgivea of 
him by. IweiienriOT, vchx^m ymt tte^csty 
at pwGBeirt: honotirs with year ikrmir. 
But stiFI d'Aveyro is the bravesf aod the: 
niost loytl of yoar subjects/' 

** Father Mendo2(a, you are warm in 

behalf of your friend ; but, . with th^ 
phlegmof a Spaniard, tell pe who are 
htsefieiriies?*' 

^* Count Roderigo de los Tormes is 
hisenemy;*' 

" It is true the couttt is not very 
fevourably inclihed tdws^rds^ Fdrnand. 
Tlie former, I must own, possesses my 
estecmj aod I have entmstfed td hiftfth^ 
War^depdrtmefnt; For this he has a mliK 
tiplrcity of quaHficaticms' which I should* 
in vain search for in aittrtheF, a©d I re^t- 
Jy look upon him as the only man wh© 

is 
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is capable of restoring order to the chaos 
of our affajrs. But dropping for a 
moment the idea of Roderigo being ne- 
cessary to me, say, father Mendoza, 
what ybu intend t6 ask me ?" 

" Sire, in two words, I ask in behalf 
of my friend both your justice and your 
favour^*' 

" And in behalf of the eloquent au- 
thor, whose writings with respect to my 
claim to the Spanish crown, so warmly 
stirred up the brave Castilians in my 
<cause, say, father Mendoza, what you 
ask for him?" 

** My nephew, sire,- whom Ihave not 
seen for a long time, has told me nothing 
<)n this subject." 

' " Whatl he is your nephew ?" 

VOL. I. L /^ Yes, 
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*^ Yes, he is my nephew.^* 

** Listen to me, father Mendoza, I 
must convince you that I do not meaa 
to involve myself either with the Men*- 
dozas or the d'Aveyros : to-day I wish to 
know nothing further. Roderigo him- 
self can inform you of the rest. To hina 
I promise you I will speak : you majr 
rely upon my word, and be convinced 
of his not having my entire confidence, 
or even the w^r-department, until ht 
gives every satisfaction on my part to 
d'Aveyro, in case he be living; or to his 
widow, if he be alive no longer.. Ar* 
you satisfied with this, good father Men^ 
doza?'* 

*^ Sffe, lam perfectly penetrated . 
with your majesty's goodness.'^ 

** >fo,iafOi,ihis is not goodness, v«^at 
5 you 
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you said at first was better, it is nothin|^ 
more than justice, and I am much in^ 
debted to you for this interview. To- 
day is Tuesday ; you will come again 
on Friday at the same hour, when I will 
inform you how we shall have mad« up 
the matter with Roderigo. Farewell, 
my good father; in me, you,'as well as 
those connected with you, will always 
find a friend." 

j ■ . 

Such, Senora, has been the result of 
the first interview between his majesty 
and Mendoza on the subject of Don 
Fernand. Mendoza left him, as you 
may well imagine, completely satisfied; 
but on his return home, fell into his 
astronomies^ calculations, and entirely 
lost all thoughts of the Escurial. On 
the Thursday fi)l]owing, as he was get- 
ting up, he suddenly recollected him* 
self, and ran ijn haste to find a carriage 
1-2 to 
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to conduct him to the palace. The first 
person that he met on his alighting, was 
count Roderigo, who guessed him to 
be Mendoza, from the description I had 
given of him. The count saluted him, 
and with a great deal of politeness said, 
,^* AVithout impertinence, may I ask 
where you are going ?" 

« To the king.'' 

** Is not this father Mendoza to 
whom I have the honour of speaking ?" 

" I am father Mendoza." 

** But the kingj sir, is not visibl6 to- 
day. You must certainly have made a 
mistake, it is not until to-morrow you 
are to have an audience of him." 

" But to-mdrrow will be Saturday, 
L 3 ' and 
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and I was ordered to wait upon him on 
Friday, which is to-day/' 

" To-day is Thursday, and .to-morrow 
will be Friday," 



« You jest. Sir/' 
I am quite in earnestj sir, I assure 



99 



you 

My urtck not satisfied with this as- 
surance of count Roderigo, put on his 
spectacles, and began to search his 
pocket for an almanac* to convince him-/ 
self of the truth. 

• 
^* Well/' said he, '' this is another 
mistake to be set down in the general 
list, I will return to-morrow/' 

•V Father/' said the count to him, " if 
I* 3 you 
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you are not better employed, I shall 
thank you to step to tny apartment, 
where I have just two words to say to 
you/' 

My uncle yielded to the, count's re* 
quest. The conversation was very in- 
teresting. It began on the part of the 
count with protestations of esteem, and 
a torrent of court-compliments, such as 
are used when any advantage is expect- 
ed to be derived from them. But com- 
ing nearer to the point, he assured my 
uncle that he desired nothing so much 
as to be intimate friends with the Avey- 
ros ; that he had already made whatever 
advances lay in his power to eflfect such 
an object J " For I have written,*' said 
he, ** this very morning to the countess, 
to assure her of my intentions. I ex-^ 
pect then from your character as peace- 
maker, and from your friendship for the 
- house 
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Iioose of Aveyro, that you will second 
my efforts. After having sent my let-^ 
ter to the countess/' continued he, in 
the style of a crafty courtier, •' I dis- 
patched another to the general of your 
order, requesting to be admitted as one 
of your company, and to share in the be? 
nefit of your prayers and good works. 
This entreaty I beg you will support 
also/' 

^^' My UTJch, unwilling to enter ipto any 
\ resolution without being better intbrm- 
ed of the fate of Don Fernand, content- 
ed himself with returning thanks to the 
count, both for his friendly intentions in 
favour of the Aveyros, and for the par- 
tiality he had expressed for the Jesuits. 

On the following day, when he re- 
. paired to the palace, ** This Fernand I 
- find is dead,** sard the king, ** I have 
been assured of his death.*' 

1-4 "Sire/* 
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^' Sire^'* returned ray uncle, *'I can 
only repeat to your majesty, that I am 
not at jail sure of it/' • 

*• But where can he be then ?" . 

" This is what I am trying to dis- 
cover." 

" Make every enquiry that you can, 
and take care to inform me of the re- 
sult. As to the rest, you should be per- 
fectly easy. I went to Roderigo's on 
the veryMay that he mentioned the affair 
to me, and I found him in the company 
of his two children alone. His daygh-. 
ter, I see, is an angel, and has some- 
thing in her more interesting than is to . 
be met with in all the Spanish ladies 
put together. When I announced the 
business that brought me there, this 
amiable girl was quite beside herself, 

. She 
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She threw herself at my knees, which 
she embraced affectionately, and said ta- 
me in accents of the mpst lively grati- 
tude, " Ah ! «ire, what it is to have such 
a master : were my mother alive now,^ 
how she would bless you. But the des- 
pair of eyer enjoying that peace, which 
your majesty has established between 
two families, so long hostile to each 
other, has abridged her days, and sent 
her with sorrow to an untimely grave. 
Your beneficent authority will accom- 
plish what her own tears and those of 
her Clara have never been able to effect. 
But complete this work, sire, and in 
heaven, whence she looks down upon 
us, she will tsnjoy fresh happiness." I 
was moved even to tears by the girKs 
sensibility, and promised her that 1 
would not fail to finish what Ihad be- 
gun, and that the houses of los Tormes 
and d'Aveyro should henpefcfrth be 
I* * friends* 
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friends. This now I engage to you 
also> my good father ; the reconciliation 
shall take place, and it shall be lasting. 
Roderigo has promised me every thing, 
and he shall keep his promi;se. It is I, 
who answer for hknj since Tuesday 
evening he has been minister of war.'* 

'' But in this arrangement^ sire^ I 
alone am wretched.** 

« Hpw can that be?" 

*' Alone, and at my age, I am en- 
titled to enjoy some consolation. I am a 
prey to sorrow, which is dragging me to 
the grave, while my greatest misfortOne 
is, to go into it. with a heart corroded by 
the privation of what.it had cherished, 
for so many years.** 



^ Explam yourself.* 



« I have 
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** I have no friend to close my eyes/* 

*• But what can I do ? If Femand 
be dead, I cannot recall him to life by 
my authority. If he live, be satisfied 
hi the assurance that I will employ every 
method to find him out, and shall in that 
case have the satisfaction of repairing 
all his past misfortunes.*' 

After this second conversation my 
uncle was really convinced that the king 
knew nothing of Don Fernand, and that 
he had put his hand to no order against 
his liberty. He resolved, therefore, to 
continue his researches,* and to lay be- 
fore the throne all the information hie 
might be able to gather. The following 
is his own manner of relatuig the conti- 
nuation of his enquiries : 

** After what had been written from 
JL 6 Cadiz, 
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Cadiz, I supposed it extremely probable 
that Fernand might be one of the two pri- 
soners sent to Naples, and after what had 
passed between Senor Diego and the* 
officer of the Holy Brotherhood, the thing 
acquired a still greater degree .of proba- 
bility. But in saying that my friend 
Fernand was. in one of the four forts of 
Naples, I know not why I never once 
thought of the castle de TCEuf. I 'wrote 
then to the rector of our college at Na- 
ples, with whom I was intimately ac-, 
quainted, and who owed me some obli- 
gations, a letter that contained only the 
following lines: 

/' ' . , 

* Send me word as soon as possible, 
if you have confined in your castle de 
I'CEuf, a Spanish gentleman named Don 
Fernand ,d 'A veyroy whose description I 
here send you. Lose no time in your 
answer.' 
* - *' But 
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" But unfortunately in a fit of ab- 
sence, which often happens to me, while 
nxy head was full of the castle de TOEuf 
instead of writing on the back of my la- 
conic and imperious letter. To tb,e Rev. 
Rector of the College of Naples, I wrote 
Tq the Governor of the castle de TCEuf, - 
Naples, and without recollecting m;^self, 
I threw the letter intt) the post. Thia 
cursed mistake produced the most dis^ 
agreeable effects. When the time in 
, which I ought to have received an an- 
swer, was elapsed by many days, I was 
surprised, ais often as I thought of Na- 
ples, at a silence which I could only ac- 
count for, by supposing that my letter 
had miscarried. 1 was, therefore, to 
write a second, when a note arrived 
' from the escurial, countersigned by the 
minister of war. 

Of this note, the following is a copy : 

. ^* Father 
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*^ Father Mepdoza, on the receipt of 
this order, will repair immediately to the 
Escurial, before me^ about affairs that 
concern him. 

(Signed) " los tormes.*' 

My uncle went accordingly to the 
escurial> where he found not the count 
Roderigo, who passed the whole of that 
day at Aranjuez with the court, but his. 
son Gusman, with whom he had the fol- 
lowing dialogue : 



€€ 



Where,'' said my uncle, "ismf. 
your father ?" 



lord your 

^* It is of little matter to know where 
he is } the question is not about my fa-^ 
ther, but about your very culpable and 
very criminal conduct/' 

^' Think 
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** Tliink as you please of my conduct, 
but know that I am to render an account 
of it only to God and the king. At 
most, I am only to explain myself to my 
lord your father.'* 

*' Oh ! you shall explain yourself to 
me. > What! at your age, and with 
your character, with the character of an 
ecclesiastic, without being a minister^ 
you attempt to meddle with affairs of 
state : you wisb to penetrate into, secrets 
that do not belong to you ; you have the 
sacrilegious audacity to attenipt to cor- 
rupt the officers of the crown." 

•^ You make a great deal of noise, 
my lord, when do you n\ean to come to^ 
the point?" v 

^ Oh ! you shall not deny it : I have 
convincing proofs, Scripta manenty 

«But 
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*' But what are these state-secrets ? 
of what writings have you heard ?*' 

** What secrets ? do you ask ? Why 
the matter Is as clear a$ it can be. Can 
you deny that you have written to the 
governor of the castle derOEuf, at i^a- 
ples, in order to penetrate into the mys-» 
teries of that citadel, and make the Lord 
knows what use of them ?" 

" I protest most solemnly that neither 

by sight, nor by name, am I acquainted 

.with the governor of the castle d'CEuf.** 

" What ! you will maintain that you 
know nothing of Stephano de Monte- 
lirios, the governor of the castle de 

I'CEuf?'' 

" I have heard speak of one Vincent 
de Montelerios, a captaio of a king's 

ship.'' ' . • ♦' A 
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" A poor subterfuge this* I am not 
speaking to you about Vincent : I ani 
speaking to youvabout his brother Ste- 
phano." . 

"But in my life I have never beard 
speak x>( Stephano/* 

" In your life I either your impudeiKe 
is extreme, or your temerity is inexpli- 
cable. If you had no knowledge of Ste* 
phano, how'have you dared to write hiiu 
a sedycing letter? Why I am confi- 
dent that those of your order are ac- 
quainted with the whole world.. You 
did not-address yourself to the elder : 
you imagined that the youth of the se- 
cond would render him more effectually, 
at your disposal." 

"' My lord los Tormes, you are talk- 
ing Hebrew to me. You keep me to a 

ques- 
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question of which I begin to get weaiy. 
Let us bring it to an end^if you plea3e/^ 

*' Yes^^es, we shall bring it to an 
end^ but not until I shall have the plea^^ 
Mire of confounding the tnoit bare&ced 
of men," 

Gusman then began to search in a 
portfolio for that unfortunate Jetter 
which my uncle, in the absence of* his 
mind, had addressed to the governor of 
the castle de I'CEuf, instead of the rector 
of the college of Naples. •* Here,** 
said he, at Jength putting it into hishand, 
*^ read and deny your writing if you can> 
for this is the only resource that now re* 
mains for you." 

Gusman then began to walk up and 
down the room with large strides, while 
my uncle, in the mean time^ was read* . 

ing 
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Ing the letter, and turning and twisting 
k about, without being able to conceive 
how it was directed to Stephano, instead 
of his friend the rector* Suddenly re* 
collecting himself, however, he found it 
was a blunder made by himself iti a £t 
of distraction/' 

*' Well," said Gusman, "arc you 
convinced ofyourownhandrwriting?'* 

" Yes," replied the other, " this wri- 
ting is mine, but it was donein a mis« 
take, the letter was not Intended for Ste^ 
phano." 

*• And what could induce you to f^el 
such an interest for the unfortunate Fer« 
nand?" 

'' Unfortunate indeed, and too much 
so, but he suffers wrongfully." 

^' You 

Digitized by "Google. 



236 d'aveyro. 

** You blaspheme, sir, pay respect 
to the will of the king, and know that 
he can commit no injustice/' 

" Yes, yes, but others can, without 
his knowledge/' 

" Once more I ask you what is the 
reason you are so^ much interested for 
Don Fernand?'* 

** Because he is my friend : if he be 
alive, I wish to embrace him before I 
die i if he be no more, I wish to weep 
over his grkve/' ' " 

^ No more, sir, have nothing more ♦ 
so say to this lawless fellow, otherwise I 
have credit enough both to chastiSe.your? 
self and your order, whose whole spirit 
is formed for infrigue/' 

Father 
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Father Mendbza says, that while con- 

.tersing with Guzman, he affected all the 

time the thie air of a captain ; •* And I 

-think," adds he, •• that he assumed this 

•hectaring behaviour, only that he might 

intimidate me, and compel me through 

fear to say more than I intended. I, 

however, not only kept myself on the 

reserve, but I thought it be.st not to push 

him too far, lest he himself might let slip 

some of his own secrets, for the wicked 

have means of preventing the disclosure 

of their secrets, which honeA people 

ought always to mistrust/' 

Ffom this adventure my uncle was 
confirmed in the opihioti either that Don 
Fernand had been, or was now actually 
shut up in the castle de I'CEuf. He 
only wanted the last convincing proof, 
which good policy, he observed, would 
not exact from the mouth of an enemy^. 

On 
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Oa quitting Gusman's^ he was fortunate 
to meet in the first oHirt of the escurial, 
a cabinet-courier, who has the greatest 
veneration for him, and who was instant- 
ly setting off for Naples. TTtis he in- 
formed my uncle of, who asked him if 
he would undertake the charge of a few 
lines to the rector of the college there, 
** With all my heart," replied the cou- 
rier ; ^* and if you wish to have a speedy 
answer, you have a fair opportunity : in 
a few days you may look for a return 
i)fit;^ 

** But whpre shall I write my lettw ?*' 

" Do not write it here, for the very 
walls have eyes. Return immediately 
to Madrid, where I have a delay of three 
or four hours, in consequence of orders 
$0 deliver, and me$sages to receive.— - 
One of your men will go for your letter^ 
.and bring it me/' All 
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All this was accordingly done, and aa 
answer was received in a very little time* 
This answer, which my uncle set astray, 
but afterwards found with a grea,t deal 
of search, was to the following effect : 

** My very dear and reverend Father^ 

** It is certain that two Spanish 
gentlemen have been lodged in the cas*~ 
tie de rCEuf, one of whom, as I am in- 
formed by father Guaschi, our ainioner 
at that fortress, enjoyed full liberty with- 
in, and was called Emmanuel la Calle*. 
The same father says that from some 
hints let drop by the turnkeys in his 
hearing, he is inclined to think that this 
was only a fictitious name, and that the 
detentlonof the prisoner had something 
mysterious in it. He did-not, however, 
correspond in any shape with the de- 
iscriptioh you sent us, 

* As 
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.** As to the other prisonerj^ father 
Guaschi can say nothing, having never 
been able to get a sight of him. . 

" At any rate, they are here no lon- 
ger, having contrived to make their es- 
cape, although the governor vvas no way 
uneasy at it, but, on the contrary, talks 
of the event with an air of gaiety, and 
what may furnish you with matter of 
conjecture', is, that he affects to give out 
that they have joined tlie dangerous 
banditti that infest the environs of the 
capital. 

^ " This, my dear father, is all the in- 
formation I have ]been able to procure, 
r^recommend myself to your prayers and 
good-wishes. When do you mean to 
send us our clear father Isola, who, as 
you sent us word, was to pass this way 
on his mission to the Levant ? 

(Signed) " bianchbtti, Jesuit." 
4 ' You 
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You see^ Senora^ ihzt we are kt from 
beiflg in^the dark* For the present, al* 
low xife to take some tepose, and to de* 
f((r my interesting details till my ne^sl 
letter. We shall soon begin to act/and 
to act upon sure ground. Father Isola» 
you will see» cotties in for a share in our 
gratitude. 

Your dear Henrlquez embraces yoti 
with Inspect and tenderness^ Although 
in love himself, he is worthy 6f your af- 
fection. Yes, Sen^a» he has told me 
tl^t he is in love, although I knew it be^ 
fore he made the confessiop. But such a 
passion in his bosom will only be produc- 
tive of great and heroic actions. ' Be ia 
ViQ wise al vmed at his threats at Gusman* 

At present, I can send you no account 

of the description given me by the Po-- 

^ lish ambassador; this moruing he came 

voi* I. AC to 
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to see us, and drank a cup of chocolate. 
He IS very fond of ^ Henriquez. Ratzi* 
ofskoy will never be any thing more than 
a hair-brained fellow, who will always 
ido more mischief to himself than to 
others. I hope, therefore, that he wiU 
never be injurious to the happiness of 
your dear Amelia ; \<rho, let me say, i? 
a little ungrateful, since she hainot yet 
written to me. Excuse me to her if I 
have not been the first to make her ad- 
vances in the epistolary way. I was 
hindered from doing so by business ^ add 
will seize the first opportunity of repafr- 
ing my fault. 

Remember me to Senor Diego, and 
he assured of my devotion and attach 
ment. 
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